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From the Editor's Desk | 


fl De feature article this issue is Growing Exhibition Paphiopedilums by 
the experienced Jim McCubbin from southern Queensland. Jim is one 
of Australia’s finest and most successful growers of “complex” or “exhibi- 
tion” style Paphiopedilum hybrids. He has won numerous championships 
and awards with his plants, including many from his own breeding. In 
keeping with the slipper orchid theme, Jim Cootes provides a Checklist of 
the Paphiopedilum species from the Philippines. Jim spent August in 
America, lecturing and promoting his new book Orchids of the Philippines 
that has just been released through Times Editions. 

Brian Milligan talks about the history and use of Vanilla, which is always 
an excuse to tuck into some nice ice-cream! In fact, many people do not 
know that real vanilla essence comes from an orchid. 

Alvin Bryant’s articles are always interesting, thought-provoking and 
encourage discussion. In this issue, Alvin gives us his views on a new prin- 
ciple of greenhouse design. 

By the time you read this, I would have returned again from the USA. In 
fact, ve spent about two of the past three months there! I did an orchid 
lecture tour of California and the west coast in May and Hawaii in July. The 
May trip was fantastic, as I again got to see some very rare and fine orchids 
- many not seen in Australia, and catch up with a number of my American 
friends. 

The 2001 National Cymbidium Show, presented by the Australian 
Cymbidium Society, will be held at the popular Swane’s Nursery, 490 
Galston Road, Dural, NSW. It will be held 10-12 August, during nursery 
hours. This is a “must see” event for Cymbidium enthusiasts, to witness the 
finest and latest hybridising developments at Australia’s largest 
Cymbidium show. Further details can be obtained from Bill Jablonski on 


_ (02) 9654-9464. The regular full-colour Cymbidium section continues to be 
_ amost popular feature of the Australian Orchid Review. 


The last Sydney International Orchid Fair was another outstanding suc- 


cess. The next event will also be held at Castle Hill Showground from 
: Friday 12th to Sunday 14th October 2001. Apart from 20 different orchid 
. vendors, there will again be collectable plants such as cacti & succulents, 


bromeliads, carnivorous plants (including those bizarre Nepenthes), bat- 
plants, grafted Australian plants, daylilies, bearded irises and vireya rhodo- 
dendrons for sale. Again, there is free parking and admission, plus a range 
of food and refreshments available throughout the day. 

Congratulations to Rex Johnson, who has been appointed as the State 
Orchid Judging Registrar for Tasmania. Rex and wife Lynn are extremely 
enthusiastic orchid growers and are very passionate about their hobby. Rex 
replaces Phyl Nicholas in this position, one that she held with distinction 
for the past decade. Tasmania has some fine and knowledgeable orchid 
growers, as was evidenced at their successful Australian Orchid Confer- 
ence in Burnie last year. 

As reported last issue, the International Orchid Conservation Congress 
is to be held in Perth from the 24th to 28th September 2001. It should prove 
to be of considerable interest to many orchid enthusiasts. The website for 
the Congress is: www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/OrchidCongress o 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 
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Paph. Linda McCubbin ‘Linda’ 


n the mid eighties when I was beginning to increase the 

number of slipper orchids in my collection, I acquired a 

plant of Paphiopedilum (Graceful x Amanda), which I 
later registered as P. Linda McCubbin. This plant was very 
strong. The leaves were wide, the stem was long and held the 
very attractive flower well above the foliage. In the next few 
years I crossed it with P. Ayjay and then with another cross I 
had named - P. Marie McCubbin, in the hope that I could 
improve the size of the dorsal. The petals on P. Linda 
McCubbin were very wide, the ventral was fine but a bit more 
size in the dorsal would not go astray. Mackinneys’ nursery (in 
Queensland) sent the resulting pods to Belvedere Orchids (in 
New South Wales) for processing and, after rewarding me with 


Paph. Warrawong ‘Kev’ AM/AOC 


Paph. (Linda McCubbin x Ayjay) ‘1398’ 


Growing 
Paphiop 


Text and photos 
| 


Paph. Mem. Clarice Churchus ‘2000’ 
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Paph. (Linda McCubbin x Ayjay) ‘AB1’ 


some of the first seedlings, marketed the remainder Australia 
wide. I have flowered a few and some of them show promise. 
On larger plants they may surpass their parents. P. Marie 
McCubbin, with P. Hellas in its background certainly 
improved the dorsal, but P. Ayjay with P. Paeony as one parent 
did nothing for the dorsal, but it did maintain the very wide 
petals. 

I had become. hooked after receiving the small plants out of 
flask and continued doing a few crosses each year. A friend 
gave me some pollen from P. sukhakulii ‘Ann’ AM/AOC and I 
put this on my plant of P. Lady Sara, a green bloom with brown 
mid lines on the petals. These also went to Belvedere via 
Mackinneys’ nursery for processing. Many seedlings came 


LE 


ST hte 


Paph. (Highland Melody x Linda McCubbin) ‘99’ 
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Paph. (Moreton Bay x Savannah) ‘99’ 


from this cross and it was subsequently named P. Iluka Queen. 
Some of these have been awarded, including P. Iluka Queen 
‘Marie’ BM/JOGA, by the Japan Orchid Growers Association. 

Many more pods went to the lab, in this way, until 
Mackinneys’ Nursery closed in the early nineties. Now they go 
direct to Belvedere Orchids for sowing. I usually flower about 
200 of my stud paphiopedilums each year, and those of top 
quality are photographed and put on computer for easy refer- 
ence. I rarely have sown more than 20 to 25 pods a year. Now 
eight to ten years on, Iam starting to see the results of my labour 
but some of my friends seem to flower my crosses quicker than 
I do! 

Some of the recent flowerings include P. (Winston Churchill 


Paph. Jamie Mackinney ‘Apple Pie’ HCC/AOC 


Paph. (Winston Churchill x Ambassador) ‘2000’ 


x Ambassador), P. (Jim McCubbin x Marie McCubbin), P. 
(Moreton Bay x Savannah) and P. (Highland Melody x Linda 
McCubbin). 

Like most of my fellow hobbyists, paphiopedilums were not 
my first choice of orchid genera. Initially I found them far from 
attractive but after purchasing a few greens and watching them 
bloom I was hooked on this strange genus. The exhibition flow- 
ers bloom in winter when most other genera are dormant, the 
flowers are quite large for the size of the plant and they stay out 
for months. Paphiopedilums are native to Asia, and many 
occur in Southeast Asia. Where I live in southeastern 
Queensland, a woven shadecloth house is all that is required to 
grow these plants. The largest part of my collection comprises 


Paph. Highland Beauty ‘1379’ 
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Paph. (Jim McCubbin x Marie McCubbin) ‘1st’ 


the exhibition type, which are basically cool growers (due to a 
major influence of Paphiopedilum insigne in many cases) that 
require a drop in temperature to initiate flowering. All of my 
plants don’t flower every year - some are reluctant bloomers. I 
should emphasise that my plants grow in spite of what I do to 
them, not because of what I do to them. This is how I grow 
mine: 


Housing 

This is by far the most important aspect of good culture 
and the house should be positioned to receive maximum sun- 
light. If this is not possible, then aim for as much morning 
light as you can. The southern and western walls should be 


filled in and the remainder covered with shadecloth. Cover 
the floor with gravel to retain moisture and have benching at 
a comfortable height. Benching too high or too low will 
cause back problems! I have evaporative coolers mounted 
on the western wall drawing dry air in on very hot days and 
supplying moist, cool air to my plants. It’s surprising how 
much water they can use! Under the benches, I have a mist- 
ing system that mists in short bursts on the hour from 10am 
to 3pm. Both of these units run through July - March but are 
only used on the rare hot day in winter. The shadecloth used 
in 75-80%, but be ready to add extra in mid-summer if burn- 
ing occurs. Try to aim for a cool, moist atmosphere with gen- 
tle air movement. 


Paph. Highland Beauty ‘Springwood’ 
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Water 


Our town supply in Brisbane/Logan is fine and my plants 
don’t seem to mind it. I water the day after they look dry and 
this is about twice a week in summer and once a week in win- 
ter. However prevailing weather conditions can alter this. 
Water thoroughly - don’t just splash the surface. It is important 
to leach the salts out of the mix by letting the water run freely 
out of the drain holes. This also assists to remove any stale air 
from the mix. Do this every second or third watering. Watering 
must not be confused with misting. Misting can be carried out 
at any time to create a buoyant atmosphere but it should not 
develop into full-on watering. 


Fertilising 

This is carried out after a thorough watering. It is done using 
quarter to half strength fertiliser, once a week in summer and 
about every third week in winter. After December use low 


nitrogen, high potassium fertilizer to assist in producing qual- 
ity flowers. 


Potting 


Slipper orchids benefit from repotting, but I believe the best 
quality flowers come from a plant in a two-year old mix. This, 
however, will depend on how often you water. I like to use a 
bark that has been composted and pH corrected. 


Potting Mix 

My mix for paphiopedilums is quite simple: 85% of 10- 
15mm bark and 15% of 5-10mm charcoal. To this ladda small 
amount of chopped sphagnum moss and some shell grit. An 
easy way to check quality of the mix is to attempt to grow bird- 
seed in a trial quantity. It is very important not to over pot. Do 
not use a larger pot than necessary - nothing will destroy a root 


system faster. 


Pests and Diseases 


These are basically the same as for other genera. Watch 
carefully for any outbreaks and treat with the appropriate 
spray. I try to move every plant at least twice a year. I lift each 
plant and look for any problems, repot if necessary, cut away 
any dead or diseased leaves and spray under and over the 
leaves with Mancozeb and Octave mixed to directions. 


Paph. \luka Queen ‘Marie’ 


Paph. \luka Queen ‘OSCOV’ 


Staking and Tying 

If everything is going well, buds will start to appear in 
March-April. This is a good time to position a stake beside 
each plant but don’t tie the stem yet. Let the stem arch upward, 
leaning forwards slightly and only when it is at maximum 
height should you tie it loosely. Tying when the stem is imma- 
ture will leave unsightly marks. 

This is a brief outline of my methods and I recommend the 
Australian Orchid Council’s publication: Australian Orchid 
Growing, Vol 3, Paphiopedilums. Many of the greats of 
Paphiopedilum culture have contributed and every aspect has 
been covered in a more comprehensive way. There are also 
many photographs of awarded plants, both species and 
hybrids. | 

Jim McCubbin 
Email: jim@jimspaphs.com 
Website: www.jimspaphs.com 
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A Checklist of | 
Paphiopedilum Species 
from the Philippi 


embers from the genus = © _ Subsection Chloroneura 
Paphiopedilum are very popular ~ Paphiopedilum acmodontum Schoser ex 
with orchid growers worldwide. Wood 

Many of the species, now in cultivation, are Paphiopedilum urbanianum Fowlie 

from seedlings growm from flask, hopefully tak- oe Paphiopedilum urbanianum fma. alboviride 

ing the pressure off plants that still exist in the wild. _ Braem 

Over the past couple of years a number of new : 

species, and a natural hybrid, have been found inthe “% Subsection Loripetalum 

Philippines. There is also a new record of a previ- ge Paphiopedilum ciliolare (Rchb. f.) Stein 

ously unrecorded species being found in Mindanao Paphiopedilun super biens (Rchb f.) Stein 

(the second largest island in the archipelago). A_ Se 

number of new combinations have also been pro- Subgenus Polyantha 

posed recently, which should be brought to the Section Mastigopetalum 

attention of growers as these are the correct names Paphiopedilum adduc tum Asher 


for your plants. Paphiopedilum anitum Golamco 


Sul Si / Scctog A | Paphiopedilum philippinense (Rehb. f.) Pfitz. 
Subgenus Sigmatopetalum - Section Barbata -Paphiopedilum philippinense fma. alboflavum 


Subsection Barbata a GruB 

Paphiopedilum argus (Rehb. f.) Stein ae Paphiopedilum randsii Fowlie 

Paphiopedilum fowliei Birk aise Paphiopeditum roebbelenii (Rehb: f. ) Pfitz. 
Paphiopedilum fowliei fma. christianae Braem 8 

Paphiopedilum hennisianum (Wood) Fowlie Section Polyantha 
Paphiopedilum hennisianum fma. christiansenii > oo Paphiopedilum haynaldianum (Rchb. f ) Pfitz. 


(GruB & R6th) Grub & R6th SC Paphiopedilum haynaldianum fma. album (Hort. 
Paphiopedilum parnatanum Cavestro ae ex Asher ) Braem 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2001 


Paphiopedilum haynaldianum 


Paphiopedilum philippinense 


Paphiopedilum hennisianum fma. christiansenii and P. hennisianum 
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Paphiopedilum xmindanaense 
Golamco, is a natural hybrid from the sec- 
tions Barbata and Mastigopetalum. The 
species believed to be the parents of this 
orchid are Paphiopedilum superbiens and 
Paphiopedilum anitum. 

For no better reason than convenience I 
have listed the species in order of their 
original descriptions. 

Professor Heinrich G. Reichenbach 
described the first Paphiopedilum 
species from the Philippines, in 1855. 
The plant to have this honour is P. super- 
biens. This species has recently been 
confirmed as occurring in the Philippines 
(Golamco 1999). It was found in the 
province of Surigao, on _ eastern 
Mindanao, at elevations of between 400 
and 900 metres. Previous to this paper P. 
superbiens was only known to occur on 
the island of Sumatra, in the Indonesian 
archipelago. This is a huge range exten- 
sion for P. superbiens and it is quite 
amazing that this plant has never been 
found on any of the intervening islands. I 
have seen flowering plants of this 
species, collected from Surigao, and 
there is no doubt as to their identity as P. 
superbiens. 

The next species described from the 
Philippines was Paphiopedilum philip- 
pinense, also named by Prof. 
Reichenbach, in 1862. This lovely, 
multi-flowered species has recently been 
found on islands just to the north of 
Borneo, so the range extension for P. 
philippinense has been extended consid- 
erably. P. philippinense is the most 
widely distributed  Paphiopedilum 
species found in the Philippines and it 
has been recorded from the majority of 
the islands within the archipelago. It 
grows at low elevations, frequently in the 
crevices of limestone rocks and often- 
quite close to the ocean. 

The next species described from the 
Philippines was Paphiopedilum argus, 
which was also described by Prof. 
Reichenbach, in 1873. P. argus is 
endemic to the main island of Luzon 
where it is found throughout the moun- 
tains of central Luzon at elevations of 
between 1,300 and 2,000 metres. 

Paphiopedilum haynaldianum was 
described for the first time in 1875, again 
by Reichenbach. This magnificent, 
multi-flowered species is endemic to the 
Philippines and has been found in the 
mountains of Luzon at elevations of 
about 1,500 metres, where it grows both 
as an epiphyte and a terrestrial, on quite 
steep slopes. It has recently been col- 
lected on the island of Mindanao, in the 
southern Philippines. The flowers of the 
plants from Mindanao differ from the 
nominate form in having the petals droop 
more, and are lacking the large spotting 
on the dorsal sepal and petals. This plant 
has been named P. haynaldianum subsp. 
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Paphiopedilum randsii 


Paphiopedilum parnatanum 
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laurae but I don’t know if this name has, 
yet, been validly published. 

Paphiopedilum ciliolare was also 
described by Reichenbach, in 1882. This 
lovely dark-flowered species is endemic 
to the Philippines and has been found 
with certainty on islands to the north of 
Mindanao. It grows on an ultrabasic sub- 
strate, at altitudes of about 400 metres, 
around the bases of small shrubs. The 
plants, which have been recorded from 
the mountainous regions of Luzon, are 
misidentifications, probably of P. argus. 
A species as spectacular as P. ciliolare 
would not have escaped the attentions of 
plant collectors from Luzon. 

Paphiopedilum _roebbelenii _was 
described in 1883, again by 
Reichenbach. This species has only been 
recorded from the province of Rizal on 
the island of Rizal, where it grows at low 
elevations. Rizal is the most highly pop- 
ulated province in the Philippines so I 
doubt whether this species still occurs in 
its natural habitat. It appears to be well 
entrenched in cultivation. 

I find it absolutely amazing that 
Professor Reichenbach was the only tax- 
onomist/botanist to name any Philippine 
Paphiopedilum species, in the early days 
of orchid taxonomy. 

It was not until 1969 that the late edi- 
tor of The Orchid Digest, Dr. Jack Fowlie 
named the wmulti-flowered Paphio- 
pedilum randsii. This species is only 
known from Mindanao and has been 
recorded from the provinces of Agusan 
and Surigao del Sur at altitudes of about 
500 metres. I have recently seen pho- 
tographs of this species, in situ, with 
inflorescences bearing at least ten flow- 
ers, plus a number of buds. 

My favourite Philippine Paphio- 
pedilum species, P. acmodontum was 
named in 1976 after being referred to by 
Schoser in the Proceedings of the 6th 
World Orchid Congress, published in 
1971. Dr. Mark Wood validly named this, 
exquisite orchid, in 1976. P. acmodontum 
is only know from the island of Negros in 
the central Philippines where it grows at 
elevations of about 500 metres. 

The next Philippine species named 
was Paphiopedilum hennisianum, also 
by Dr. Jack Fowlie. This plant was 
named in 1977 but had been in cultiva- 
tion for a much longer time. It occurs in 


the islands of the central Philippines and 


from the province of Bukidnon on 
Mindanao, where it grows at elevations 
of about 400 metres. 

The year 1981 was a very busy year 
for Philippine slipper orchids, with 
two species being named in that year. 
Lance Birk named the diminutive 
Paphiopedilum fowliei, in honour of Dr. 
Jack Fowlie. This species is only known 
from the island of Palawan in the south 
west of the Philippines. It grows as a ter- 
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Paphiopedilum urbanianum 


restrial at altitudes of about 700 metres, 
usually in crevices on limestone rocks. 
Dr. Jack Fowlie named Paphiopedilum 
urbanianum, also in 1981. The plant’s 
name honours the owner of Tecson 
Orchids in Manila, Mrs. Jacinta Urban. 


Paphiopedilum urbanianum fma. alboviride 
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This species is endemic to the island of 
Mindoro, just south of Luzon. It grows as 
a terrestrial at elevations of between 400 
and 600 metres. 

Another lovely, multi-flowered 
species, Paphiopedilum adductum, was 


the next species to be named, this time in 
1983 by the zoologist James Asher. This 
species is only known from the province 
of Bukidnon at altitudes of around 500 
metres. It grows both as a terrestrial and 
an epiphyte. For a time it was confused 
with P. elliottianum. 

It was not until 1998 that any more 
new Paphiopedilum species, from the 
Philippines would be named. Andres 
Golamco Jr. named Paphiopedilum ani- 
tum from plants collected in the province 
of Surigao, on Mindanao. P. anitum is 
very closely related to P. adductum and is 
considered by some very eminent taxon- 
omists to be, at best, a geographical form 
of P. adductum. 

In 1999 another new species was 
named from the province of Tarlac in 
Central Luzon. This species, 
Paphiopedilum parnatanum, appears to 
be related to P. argus. It grows as a ter- 
restrial, usually in deep mosses, in areas 
where there is plenty of air movement at 
elevations of about 700 metres. Last, but 
not least, Andres Golamco Jr. named a 
natural hybrid as Paphiopedilum xmin- 
danaense. This plant was found growing 
among plants of P. anitum and P. super- 
biens in the localities mentioned above 
for the last named species. 

One can only imagine how many more 
new species of Paphiopedilum, and other 
genera for that matter, from the 
Philippines, await description. I ama fre- 
quent visitor to the Philippines and I even 
have my own house there for those occa- 
sional well-earned holidays. As I fly over 
the archipelago on my way to Manila and 
look down at those islands, that appear to 
still have forest, at least partially, intact I 
wonder what orchids await someone with 
a little botanical knowledge, and more 
importantly, the time to spend to go to 
those places. I dream on. 
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ORCHIDS OF INTEREST - THE 24th IN A SERIES BY BILL LAVARACK 


Dendrobium venustum 
Teijsm. & Bimnend. 


Synonyms: Dendrobium cilia- 
tum ex Hook.f.; D. ciliatum var. 
rupicola Rchb.f.; D. rupicola 
Rchb.f.; D. ciliferum Bakh. 


his interesting species from 

Burma, Thailand and 
Indochina is present in many 
collections under several differ- 
ent names. It is often labelled 
“D. ciliatum’”, a name published 
in 1864 that is very descriptive 
of the fringed lip, but unfortu- 
nately it was discovered that this 
name had been used previously 
and a new name had to be found. 
The name settled on initially 
was D. delacourii which was 
published by Guillaumin in 
1924 and had previously been 
considered a synonym of D. cil- 
iatum. In 1963 Bakhuizen pro- 
posed the name D. ciliferum, but 
Seidenfaden found the early 
name D. venustum Teijsm. & 
Binnend., dating from 1864 
which would have priority over 
all other names in contention. 
The name D. rupicola has also 
been used for this species but 
apparently was never published 
validly and therefore has no 
standing. Today the same 
species may be found in differ- 
ent collections under the names 
D. ciliatum, D. delacourii, D. 
rupicola or D. venustum. 

It had been noted for some 
time that the plants could be 
separated into two quite distinct 
groups on the basis of the length 
of the stem - either short and 
stubby (less than 4 cm long) or 
long (more than 10 cm). Debate 
still rages as to whether they 
should be considered as species 
or varieties as the plants are 
alike in most other ways. 
Seidenfaden reported that when 
grown together in cultivation 
over many years the differences 
remain constant and most 
botanists now consider them to 
be species. Therefore if your 
plant has stems that are more 
than 10 cm long the plant is D. 
venustum, if less than 4 cm it is 
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D. delacourii. Generally D. 
venustum has longer cilia on the 
lip than D. delacourii. 

The species is in the section 
Stachyobium. It occurs in 
Burma, Thailand, Laos, 
Cambodia and Vietnam where it 
grows in deciduous forest at rel- 
atively low altitudes (about 300 
to 500 m) in areas with a pro- 
nounced dry season in winter. 
The pseudobulbs are 10 to 60 
cm long and slender with sev- 
eral deciduous leaves over most 
of their length. The leaves are 
10 to 14cm long and about 1 cm 
across. The inflorescences con- 
sist of up to 25 flowers and arise 
from the upper half of the 
pseudobulb while the leaves are 
present. The flowers are about 
2.5 cm across with a striped, 
yellow-orange lip that is fringed 
with prominent club-shaped 
fimbriae. Flowering is in sum- 
mer and the flowers last about 
six weeks. 

In cultivation a pot of well- 
drained medium is best. As the 
stems can become pendulous 
with age, a hanging pot or bas- 
ket may be best for larger speci- 
mens. Watering should be on a 
daily basis through late spring, 
summer and early autumn, but 
decreased in winter as the stems: 
mature and the leaves are shed. 
During winter, plants should be 
allowed to dry out between 
waterings, but should not 
remain dry for long periods. The 
plants like warm to hot condi- 
tions with high humidity, strong 
light and good air movement. 
Care should be taken when 
repotting with as little distur- 
bance of the roots as possible. 
This species does well in the 
tropics and subtropics; in tem- 
perate regions it may require 
glasshouse treatment with win- 
ter temperatures kept above 
12°C. an 

P.S. Lavarack 
37 Bay Street 
Pallarenda, Qld 4810 
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Native Orchids of Mount 
Alexander Shire 


hen the Midlands Orchid Society 

became defunct at the end of 1998, 
its members did not want their club to dis- 
appear without trace, so they decided to 
use their remaining bank balance and com- 
mission a memorial to their club. 

I have had a long association with the 
Midlands Orchid Society, based in the 
beautiful goldfields area of central 
Victoria; dating from 1989 when the com- 
mittee of the day invited me to exhibit a 
collection of watercolours at their spring 
show. Although I had previously taken 
part in many group exhibitions, and had 
exhibited regularly with Velda Palazzi, an 
impressionist painter and fellow A.N.O.S. 
Victorian Group member who also spe- 
cialised in flowers and orchids, this was 
my first solo exhibition. Orchids and 
Butterflies of the Castlemaine District was 
an outstanding success and a string of solo 
exhibitions and displays followed. 

Because of my relationship with their 
club, the outgoing Midlands Committee 
commissioned a watercolour, to be titled 
Native Orchids of Mount Alexander Shire. 
The brief was simple - they wanted a paint- 
ing depicting some of the orchids native to 


By Helene Wild 


their area, one of which had to be 
Glossodia major, the Society’s floral 
emblem. 

This work took almost two years to 
complete, not only because it is a painstak- 
ingly slow process to paint detailed rendi- 
tions of the orchids, but also because I was 
determined to use specimens whose origi- 
nal provenance was within the area. Native 
orchids are protected plants in the wild, so 
I could not just go out into the bush and 
pick a few flowers or dig up specimens to 
paint. Thankfully, I have many terrestrial 
orchid-growing friends at A.N.O.S. 
Victorian Group who were willing to lend 
me precious pots of species that were 
known to have come from the Mount 
Alexander Shire. I wasted many months 
waiting for some of them to flower; and 
then I had to decide exactly which plants I 
would like to use. 

While beautifully executed illustrations 
of individual specimens (often lined up 
like soldiers on parade) certainly play a 
major role in botanical art, I wanted my 
painting to give the impression that I had 
lifted a small piece of habitat out of the 
bush and put it into a frame. 
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Native Orchids of Mount Alexander Shire by Helene Wild 


Glossodia major (Wax-lip Orchid) was 
an important species to the Midlands peo- 
ple, so I decided it should occupy a promi- 
nent, central position in the work. What 
other species would be included depended, 
to a large extent, on the availability of suit- 
able specimens, but they also had to fit 
comfortably into the composition. Of 
course there were dozens of species to 
choose from, but I did not want my paint- 
ing to look as though I had squeezed in as 
many different species as possible, nor did 
I want it to look contrived by depicting just 
a single plant of each orchid. 

The composition was the most difficult 
part of this work to determine, and a num- 
ber of gorgeous species missed out on hav- 
ing their portraits painted because they did 
not fit into the overall scheme. In the end, 
I added Caladenia phaeoclavia (Brown- 
clubbed Spider Orchid), Thelymitra anten- 
nifera (Rabbit Ears or Lemon Orchid) and 
Leptoceras menziesii (Hare Orchid or 
Rabbit Orchid) because of their contrast- 
ing shapes and colours. The leaf litter, for- 
est detritus and the little skinks that are 
also found on the Victorian goldfields, 
contributed to the bushland atmosphere 
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Left to right: Midlands Orchid Society members, Barbara Haywood and Christine Sobey, 
with Helene Wild at the Castlemaine Art Gallery. 


Ms of us are guilty of impulse buy- 
ing on occasions and sometimes 


regretting it later. My latest lapse was to 
buy a second-hand book on orchids and 
vanilla, which doesn’t sound all that 
unreasonable for an orchid ‘nut’ like me. 
The only difficulty was that it’s written 
in French! No problem, I thought; after 
all, I learnt French at school. But when 
it came to the nitty-gritty of translating 
the text, I soon found that one forgets an 
awful lot in 50 years! 

Vanilles et Orchidées may have been 
heavy going for me but I found it to be a 
mine of information on vanilla, a subject 
glossed over in most general orchid 
books. The book, published by the 
International Museum of Perfumery 
(France) in 1993, contains sections on 
orchid art, the cultivation of the vanilla 
orchid, the processing of the seed cap- 
sules from which vanilla extract is 
derived and the multiple uses of vanilla. 

The Aztec Indians in Central America 
first discovered vanilla extract. They 
extracted it from the partly fermented 
seed capsules of the native orchid 
Vanilla planifolia and used it to flavour a 
chocolate drink made from cocoa beans. 
The Spanish conquistadors introduced it 
to Europe but the French were the first 
Europeans to exploit vanilla. They prop- 
agated plants and sent them to their 
colonies in Madagascar, Mauritius, 
Réunion Island and Tahiti during the last 
century. Today Indonesia and 
Madagascar are the major suppliers of 
processed vanilla ‘beans’ to the rest of 
the world. 

Many steps are involved in producing 
and processing vanilla seed capsules. Of 


Vanilla: The Orchid 
and the Flavour 


by Brian Milligan 


over 50 Vanilla species, only three, V. 
planifolia (syn. V. fragrans), V. pom- 
pona and V. tahitensis, are grown com- 
mercially, the first being the most impor- 
tant. The plants grow as vines on tall 
trellises in plantations in sub-tropical 
conditions. There are no natural pollina- 
tors of V. planifolia, except for those in 
its native Mexico, and therefore individ- 
ual flowers have to be hand-pollinated in 
commercial plantations. The short-lived 
flowers need to be pollinated daily, a 
very labour-intensive operation. 

When mature, the seed capsules are 
picked, immersed in water at 65°C for 
three minutes, steamed in large contain- 
ers for 12 hours, dried in the sun for one 
week and then in the shade for another 
four weeks. Finally they are ‘condi- 
tioned’ by storing in trunks for eight 
months. Each of these steps has been 
found to increase the ultimate yield of 
the vanilla flavour subsequently 
extracted from the seedpods, which at 
this stage resemble large, shrivelled 
black beans. 

The methods used to extract vanillin 
and other flavour components from the 
processed vanilla ‘beans’ are trade 
secrets and little has been written on the 
subject, although the book refers to the 
modern innovation of extracting the 
beans with liquid carbon dioxide, which 
is normally a gas but can be liquefied 
under pressure at low temperatures. 
Low-temperature extraction presumably 
minimizes thermal degradation of some 
of the subtle flavour components. 

Vanillin, the major flavour component 
of vanilla extract, can be produced syn- 
thetically from coniferin, itself extracted 
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and pulled the watercolour together. 

A small group of Midlands Orchid 
Society members met at the Castlemaine 
Art Gallery and Historical Museum at the 
end of November, 2000, to present my 
watercolour to the Gallery’s Director, Mr. 
Peter Perry. Native Orchids of Mount 
Alexander Shire is now in the Gallery’s 
permanent collection, and the Midlands 
Orchid Society name will live on, thanks 
to their generous donation to the people of 
Victoria. 

Helene Wild 

56 Civic Parade, Seaholme, Victoria 
3018. 

Ph/Fax: (03) 9398-2617 

E-mail: mwild@eisa.net.au 


from the bark of fir trees. However, 
vanilla extract is much more highly 
regarded than pure vanillin for use in 
flavouring foods and making perfumes, 
presumably because of the presence of 
other more subtle flavours and aromas. 
In 1992 synthetic vanilla cost 100 
French francs per kilogram while natural 
vanilla extract cost 20,000 francs per 
Kg! Some countries import enormous 
quantities of vanilla beans - USA 
imports over 1000 tonnes annually from 
Indonesia and Madagascar, while France 
imports over 200 tonnes, mostly from 
Madagascar. Each kilogram of vanilla 
beans yields only three grams of vanilla 
extract. 

Perfumes were originally based on 
floral extracts but vanilla and other con- 
fectionary type scents have been used as 
additives for more than a century. The 
French perfume Chanel No. 5, first made 
in 1921, contains vanillin as one of its 
components. Vanilla extract is added to 
a host of different foods, including 
cheese, ice-cream, yoghurt, chocolate 
and liquorice; it is even used to flavour . 
tobacco. Some wines contain vanillin, 
although in this case it is not deliberately 
added but is produced during the fer- 
mentation process. 

So there you are - more than you ever 
wanted to know about Vanilla, both the 
orchid and the flavour. The book also 
includes a number of recipes using 
vanilla, now who else can remember 
how to translate French? | 


Brian Milligan — 
35 Tannock Street 
North Balwyn Vic 3104 
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Grammatophyllum 


stapeliaeflorum 
(Teij. & Binn.) J.J. Sm. 


Plant History: 


Grammatophyllum stapeliaeflorum was 
first described in 1862, by Teijsmann and 
Binnendijk, as Cymbidium stapeliaeflo- 
rum. J.J. Smith transferred the generic 
name to Grammatophyllum in 1905 in Die 
Orchideen von Java (The Orchids of Java). 
Rudolf Schlechter placed this species in 
the genus Grammangis, but this generic 
concept has not been readily accepted. The 


16 


By Jim Cootes 


genus Grammangis is endemic to 
Madagascar and has only 2 species. The 
specific name refers to the flowers resem- 
blance to the blooms from the cactus genus 
Stapelia. 


Plant Description: 


Growth habit: upright, sympodial. 


Pseudobulbs: up to 12 cm long by 5 cm in 
diameter, bearing up to 4 leaves. Leaves: 


up to 30 cm long by 5 cm wide; there is a 
very prominent mid-rib to the leaf. 
Inflorescences: pendulous, bearing up to 
12 flowers about 5 cm in diameter. Flower 
colour: dorsal and lateral sepals have a 
base colour of cream to pale brown but are 
heavily spotted with dark purple. The 
petals are almost solid dark purple. 
Labellum is similarly coloured to the dor- 
sal and lateral sepals. Dorsal sepal: ovate, 
up to 3 cm long by 2 cm wide. Petals: 
lanceolate, to 3 cm long by 1.2 cm wide. 
Lateral sepals: oblanceolate to obovate, to 
3 cm long by 1.5 cm wide. Labellum: 
three-lobed; lateral lobes upright; mid lobe 
small and almost round. 


Habitat and Distribution: 


Grammatophyllum stapeliaeflorum is 
fairly widely distributed and has been 
recorded from Malaysia, Sumatra, Java, 
Papua New Guinea, Sulawesi (formerly 
the Celebes) and the southern Philippines. 
It is an epiphytic species that occurs at low 
elevations. 


Cultivation: 


Grammatophyllum stapeliaeflorum is 
an easy orchid to grow and flower pro- 
vided it has a winter minimum of at least 
12 degrees Celsius in cooler climates (15 
degrees would be much better but the cost 
at keeping a house at that temperature is 
very costly). I grew my plants in a bark 
(70%) and pebbles (30%) mix and always 
kept the plants damp. They were under 
50% shade cloth, had constant air move- 
ment, high humidity and were regularly 
fertilised with both organic and inorganic 
fertilisers at half of the manufacturer’s rec- 
ommendation. 

This is a very beautiful species that 
should be in every orchid grower’s collec- 
tion. It is a perfect plant for the tropics. 
Thanks to Jack Jannese for the slide. 


References: 
Valmayor H. 1984. Orchidiana 

Philippiniana 
Spence P. 1999 Orchids Austrelia 
11(6):36-38. a 
Jim Cootes 


Email: jecootes@ozemail.com.au 
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Alti Plano Plateau and alpacas 


A fter our enjoyable visit to Bolivia in 
“A May 1999 (see AOR Aug-Sept. 2000) 
Gerald McCraith and myself decided to 
visit this country again in May 2000. This 
trip we concentrated our activities on 
exploring the Zongo valley. 

To visit Zongo, you have to travel to the 
capital of Bolivia-La Paz-which is situated 
in the bottom of a valley. The city was 
founded in 1548 and has since crept up the 
slopes to the level of the Alti Plano. The 
Alti Plano is a large plateau at an average 
height of 4000m between the Cordillera 
Occidental and the Cordillera Real of the 
Andes.’The Zongo Valley is one of several 
valleys leading down from the Alti Plano 
surrounding La Paz into the Amazon low- 
land. 

The road to Zongo is quite spectacular 
passing at a short distance along a series of 
glaciers and glacier lakes and snow- 
capped mountains of the Andes. The road 
travels in. between the mountains 
Chacaltaya (5344m) and Huayana Potosi 
(6030m) and gives a clear view of Illimani 
at 6447m. On Chacaltaya you find the 
highest ski slopes in the world. Along the 
road to Zongo we passed an abandoned 
mining area called Milluni, with all mining 
equipment left behind creating a polluted 
environment. At the entrance to the valley 
is a big lake-Lago Zongo at 4715m, from 
here the road takes a very steep tract down 
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Zongo River 
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into the valley. The lake forms the start of 
the Zongo River, which flows into the 
Beni River and ultimately into the 
Amazon. 

Along the valley are 10 hydroelectric 
power stations; the first one Tiquimani is 


Zongo Valley 


SHOW DATES 


“THE SPECIES SPECIALISTS” 
Order NOW and collect from the show 
to $AVE the delivery costs. 


17"~19" August, ST IVES ORCHID FAIR, St Ives 
12"~14" October, SPRING FAIR, Castle Hill Show Ground 


www.easyorchids.com 


at 3891m and the last one, Huaji, at 941m. 
The valley, which is approx.150 km long, 
is very narrow and the walls on both sides 
are very steep, several hundred meters 
high. The only inhabitants of the valley are 
the employees of the electricity company 


3 Sussex Street, 
Woodburn. NSW. 2472 
Phone: 02 6682 2635 
Fax: 02 6682 2605 
Email: sales@easyorchids.com 


SPECIES ORCHIDS 


World Wide shipment; Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Over 700 species. Write NOW , enclose a stamp for free lists. 
D.LY. Sterile tubes of protocorm for reflask. D.I.Y. 
Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 
54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 


Phone/Fax 0747 740008 Mail Order Specialist 
Get your lists sent by email: ian@speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, the Beautiful and the Unusual 
Orchid Species of the World. 


Web page; www.speciesorchids.com 
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Cobee. We were very fortunate to find the 
only hotel in the valley and were the only 
guests for US$10 per night for two rooms. 
The next problem was to find somebody 
who could guide us up the mountains and 
could show us a path leading up the steep 
walls. Luckily we found a local living 
close to the hotel who was prepared to 
show us the way for a small fee. 

The range of vegetation and tempera- 
ture were increasing rapidly while going 
down into the valley. It is indeed very fas- 
cinating to go through the various plant 
communities from a level of 4700m and a 
temperature of 0-50C down to 940 m, 
with a temperature of 22°C, or in other 
words ranging from alpine (andine) to sub- 
tropical. As a result the valley is very rich 
in orchids and other plants. 

Among the orchids found were an 
unidentified Oncidium species, 
Masdevallia solomonii, Neodryasher- 
zogii, Pleurothallis  saltatoria and 
Lepanthes zongoensis. o 
Frans Beukelman 

21 Torwood Ave., Glen Waverley 

Vic 3150 
Email: fbeukelman@bigpond.com 


Oncidium species. 
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Greenhouse Design — 
a new principle 


By Alvin Bryant 


Super igloo 


Hx is a greenhouse, which dramati- 
cally simplifies ventilator designs, 
and so effects massive cost savings. This is 
a new design principle, for who has ever 
heard of dealing with a problem by letting 
the water come in? 

In the middle eighties I was rueing the 
fact that if I wanted to work on the roofing 
of my greenhouses I would have to do it 
myself or have a roofer do it. Climbing 
onto the roof was not a nursery hand’s job. 
As aresult I spent many hundreds of hours 
looking at existing greenhouse design and 
thinking up designs whereby one could 
work on the roof in safety. The results were 
quite pleasing with the general principle 
being one of having a walk down gully at 
the top with ventilators opening into it. 
However, while these were simple and 
practical there still was the nagging doubt 
that there might be a better way. 
Occasionally I would give myself the 
exercise of designing a greenhouse where 
the cover could be put on and taken off 
from the ground. The problem was that 
this could only be done if there was no top 
ventilator. One day I decided to consider 
what would happen if one was to cut holes 
in the cover, let the water come in and see 
what would flow from that. Almost 
instantly it all fell into place. 

The photo shows a super igloo 9m x 
34m. Its cover is Solarweave, which gives 
an excellent, cost effective result. (A sim- 
ilar test cover has been up for 11 years and 


has not yet deteriorated.) Curved surfaces 
with plastic over them do not flap in the 
wind so super igloos are worthy of close 
attention. Let us now cut holes in the plas- 
tic at the top. It will be easy to pull on the 
cover and not have to leave the ground to 
do it but the rain will come in. However if 
we put a skirt under the holes it can catch 
the rain and let it pass out the end. It is ele- 
gant in its simplicity. The beauty of this 
concept is that the skirt costs practically 
nothing, is quick and easy and has no wind 
stress making it the exact opposite to the 
use of conventional ventilators. I have 
mine secured with the flimsiest ties just to 
prove the point. As the air passes over the 
roof it creates a vacuum but inside there is 
no loading. I have insect screened the 
holes as a precaution. 

The test house shown in the photo has 
been up and running for several years now. 
Leaves can fall through the holes and onto 
the insect screen and these in time will 
need to be removed. Neville Schaefer who 
used the design anticipated this and had 
the insect screen strip stitched into the 
cover. My experience is that stitching can 
fail over time so I preferred to keep my 
cover in one piece and do any modifica- 
tions later. 

The question of how well a design like 
this can be automated is a logical follow 
on. It is just as simple and there are many 
variations. For instance if the two long 
skirt edges were of pipe they could be 
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Key Rings - Brooches 
Cuff Links - Tie Tacks 
Lapel Pins - Medals 
Paperknives - Paperweights 
Wall & Award Plaques 
School Identification Badges 


No Set Up Costs 


= Sub/ 2026 = 


JUVELLE 
BADGES 


321 FOREST ROAD 
BEXLEY NSW 2207 


AOR 069 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 

Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.1.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 


5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 
Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
. P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 
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raised to the roof or let down either by 
mechanical means or by using small 
pumps to fill and empty water weights. I 
have found that using small pumps to 
move water from one container to another 
is a low cost way to automate. 

This design principle is just as suitable 
for small greenhouses. My designs were 
initially developed from a small double 
lined heated house. With double lined 
greenhouses there is no need for the skirt. 
The water can come onto the inner liner 
and go straight to the outside edge. For 
those who are venturesome, think in terms 
of the inner liner being made up of two lay- 
ers of overlapping plastic. By using exist- 
ing reversible air circulation fans in appro- 
priate positions the layers can be separated 
or closed depending upon whether they are 
normally together or normally apart. This 
allows the air to escape through the gap 
between the inside liner and the outside 
cover and on through the openings in the 

3 roof. 
roa nnncaS The study of greenhouse design is a fas- 
andletitpass out cinating one for it shows the pathway for 
WG tomorrow. The changes will be far-reach- 
ing and dramatic. This is particularly 
important for hybridisers and commercial 
growers - but that is another story. | 

Alvin Bryant 
253 Rowley Rd, 
Burpengary Qld. 4505 


Holes cut into 
the plastic top 
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HUGE CLEARANCE SALE 


71 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge 
Phone: 02 4375 1189, fax: 02 4375 1106, email: skyhigh@fastlink.com.au 


Most plants reduced by up to 50% to 75% from our normal wholesale prices. 
Available are: 


Cymbidiums : 75mm tube to 300mm pot (60% of stock are clones) 
Phalaenopsis: 100mm squat to 140mm pot (90% of stock are Zumma Canyon) 
Zygopetalum: 75mm tube to 175mm pot (80% of stock are clones) 
Cattleya: 50mm tube to 140mm pot 
Oncidium: 50mm tube to 100mm pot 


Our new catalogue is nearing completion and will be available from early April 


Enquiries welcome from commercial or cut flower growers 


Examples of prices: Cymbidium 200 & 175mm pot: $5.50 inc.GST. (Flowering size, no spike) 
Phalaenopsis 140mm squat: $5.50 inc. GST. (Leaf span 200 to 300+ mm) 
Zygopetalum 75mm tube: $2.50 inc. GST. Cattleya 100mm pot: $3.50 inc. GST 
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NEW PRODUCTS 
BANROT® 


| oe many years orchid growers have read in 
overseas journals about a product called 
BANROT®. This product has now been released 
for sale in Australia. BANROT® is a combina- 
tion of etridizole and thiophanate — methyl. This 
means plants will have protection from disease 
and if infected by pathogens — curative. 

BANROT® has been used successfully for 
over 25 years in the U.S.A. with no reported 
resistance! BANROT® WP can be used as a 
drench any time throughout the year, but is espe- 
cially important to apply BANROT® at the time 
of potting (dividing). After  repotting, 
BANROT® 400WP should be applied as a 
drench, or if more convenient BANROT® 80G 
can be incorporated directly into the growing 
medium. BANROT® offers protection at these 
critical times and allows the plants to develop 
new and active root growth quickly, so important 
in getting plants established. 

Orchid growers will find BANROT® handy in 
controlling most of the common root attacking 
fungi such as Pythium, Phytophora, Rhizoctonia 
and Fusarium. It has also been said that it may 
control some Pseudomonas spp. 

Important Notices: 

So far there has been no reported phytotoxcity 
in overseas trials. Before using, always trial a few 
plants as some clones may be sensitive to BAN- 
ROT®. 

It must be used on its own. Tank mixes are 
not recommended. 

If practising I.P.M., BANROTS® is used at 
growers risk, i.e. BANROT® may wipe out 
populations of trichoderma spp. (TRI-D 25). 
Rates: 

Incorporation in potting media — mix 
evenly 300-600 gram/cubic mere of BAN- 
ROT® 80G. As a drench 40-80 gram/100L 
of water. This will do approximately 10 
square metres of pot area. 

The key features of BANROT®: 

BANROT® is fungicidal, not fungistatic. 
It kills rather than suppresses target 
pathogens. 

Controls Phin Phytophora, Rhizoc- 
tonia and Fusarium. 

Provides translaminar and contact activ- 
ity on target pathogens for up to 8 weeks. 

None of the resistance problems that have 
occurred with some other fungicides. 

Broad spectrum eliminates the need for 
separate fungicides. 

Significantly less soluble than other 
fungicides reducing potential problems 
from leaching. 

Available in wettable powder (WP) and 
granular formulations. 

The WP and G formulations provide for 
drench, incorporation, sidedress and broad- 
cast application. 

Ideal for incorporation for growers mix- 
ing their own media. 

For further information regarding use and 
supplies contact Alan Merriman from 


Organic Fertilisers of Bringelly on 
02 4773 4291 or 0408 267 728 
(mobile). | 


he Orchid Society of NSW has 

recently completed its first Winter 
Show at St Ives Shopping Village, hav- 
ing left our traditional centre of 
Roselands after many years. 

The Show was warmly received by 
both Centre Management and the pub- 
lic alike. 

Congratulations to Parramatta 
Orchid Society who came first in the 
Societies Displays and also received the 
Lou Sasso Trophy. 

Grand Champion of the show was 
Pescatorei lehamannii var ‘Royale 
Ripper’ exhibited by Kevin Hipkins 


Bob Hardie, St Ives Travel, presenting travel 
documents to Emine Muharrem. 


The OSCNSW Winter Show 


Pescatorei lehamannii 


(Royale Orchids) Reserve Champion 
was Oncidium onustum exhibited by 
Trevor and Pauline Onslow. 

The Society received sponsorship 
from Blue Haven Pools, St Ives Village 
Nursery, Tony Warrilow, Photographer. 
A special raffle prize of a trip to Darwin 
for two for one week was donated by 
Mr Bob Hardie of St Ives Travel 
American Express, valued at $2000. 
Bob was invited to draw the winning 
ticket towards the close of the show. 
The lucky winner was Emine 
Muharrem, a member of OSNSW and 
Western Suburbs Orchid Society. 


Leo Gleeson 
Secretary 
Orchid Society 


VALE 
Maurie Black (1917-2001) 


I” sad to report that Maurie Black died on 21 May 2001, aged 84 years, after 
spending the previous ten weeks in hospital suffering from the final stages of 


cancer. 


Maurie had grown orchids for the last thirty years and he and wife Eve were 
members of most orchid societies throughout the eastern suburbs during part or 
all of that time. They had a large collection of orchids and dominated the show- 
bench competition and annual shows of several societies for many years. 

Maurie was a highly knowledgeable orchid grower and wrote and spoke widely 
on orchids. He was well known to orchid growers throughout Victoria and inter- 
state, either personally or through the many articles he contributed to orchid jour- 
nals. He was also editor of the Warringal Orchid Society newsletter for 13 years. 
Maurie was a foundation member of NEMOS (North East Melbourne Orchid 


Society). 


Maurie was a strong supporter of OSCOV and its principles and strongly pro- 
moted the foundation of that body ten years ago. At that stage he left Warringal to 
become editor of the Melbourne Eastern Orchid Society’s bulletin, a position he 
relinquished only a couple of years ago. Maurie was a life member of MEOS. 

The Melbourne orchid societies in particular and the orchid growing commu- 
nity in general has lost one of its most ardent supporters and we will miss him 
sorely. Our sincere sympathy goes to Eve and her family. a 
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Brian Milligan 
North Balwyn, Vic. 
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DOWN UNDER 
NATIVE ORCHIDS 


The Home of Tropicools +m 


INVITES YOU TO ATTEND THEIR 


2001 
TROPICOOL:» FESTIVAL 
15th °¢ 16th SEPTEMBER 


9.00 am until 4.00 p.m. each day 
To be held in the grounds of 
SKY HIGH ORCHID WHOLESALERS 


71 BRIESES ROAD, PEATS RIDGE 


Phone; DUN O (02) 43 85 4552 Fax. (02) 43 85 8330 or 
Email: downundr@integritynet.com.au 
*** WEBSITE; - www.duno.com.au *** 
S.H.O.W. (02) 43 75 1189 Fax. (02) 43 75 1106 or 
Email: skyhigh@fastlink.com.au 
“x***FULL EXPORT SERVICE TO OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS***** 
+ESTABLISHED Divisions of our Quality Species & Hybrid Sarcochilus+ 
PLUS 
Plants and Flasks of Species & Hybrid Orchids from all over the Globe, 
including Papua & New Guinea species & hybrids, Oncidiums, Cymbidiums, 
Cattleya, Paphiopedilums, Zygopetalums, Phalaenopsis and much more, 
offered by a variety of Vendors. Plus Pots, Fertilizers & Bark, with Hot 
Food supplied by Mangrove Mountain Bush Fire Brigade, Tea, Coffee & cool 
drinks at very reasonable prices... 
Royale Orchids will be open both days 
Plenty of parking. Come early and stay for Lunch 
Bus tours always welcome 
We recommend you contact Noel at Coppa Coaches on 0428 880 700 
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Scale Insects on 


Sources and Identification 

Scales are probably the most important 
insect pests of cultivated orchids in 
enclosed greenhouses. According to a 
1976 publication from the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, there are no fewer than 27 
species of scale that have been found on 
orchids. However, only a few orchid pest 
species, referred to as brown scales or 
hemispherical scales, regularly survive in 
the north on indoor or greenhouse plants. 
The more common species of these odd 
insects that infest orchids are immediately 
recognized in the adult stage by the light 
yellowish-brown, tan, or dark brown, oval 
to circular, objects that show-up on leaves, 
petals, sepals, petioles, pseudobulbs, and 
sometimes rhizomes and roots. The 
immatures, or crawlers, are tiny and yel- 
lowish, and not easily seen without a mag- 
nifier. 

In the home orchid collection, scales are 
acquired by your plants in some combina- 
tion of three methods. The most common 
method of acquiring scales is by purchas- 
ing an infested plant. On plants at home 
scales are easily transmitted from infested 
to clean plants when your plants touch 
each other and the crawlers to move from 
plant to plant. The final method is coloni- 
sation of your plants by windblown 
crawlers. Colonisation is usually done 
during the summer when your plants are 
outdoors, but it can also occur indoors in 
greenhouses and sunrooms. 


Life Cycle 

Scale insects have a three-stage life his- 
tory: egg, larva (or nymph), and adult. 
Females lay the eggs, with the eggs usually 
retained in the body and under the hard 
scale when the female dies. These hatch 
into the mobile nymphs, called crawlers. 
The crawlers are the active stage that can 
move between plants. After finding a suit- 
able place for feeding, the crawler will set- 
tle and begin feeding, and transform into 
the next nymphal stage. At this point it 
begins to form the hard protective “scale” 
covering. The covering enlarges as the 
insect grows. Nymphs often have a light 
yellowish scale, which darkens to tan or 
brown as the insect matures to an adult. 

Scales have short life cycles, but may 
cycle many times a year. In a warm green- 
house or indoors the life cycle may be 


Orchids 


by Paul J. Johnson Ph.D. 


accelerated to about 2 weeks, or less. All 
control methods are at their greatest effec- 
tiveness against the crawlers. By the time 
the scales have formed the hardened cover 
(the scale), it is too late to easily kill those 
adults with chemicals. Also, often the 
large brown scales are already dead and 
the “shells” are full of eggs (if they are full 
of a fine powder-like substance, then they 
were probably killed by a treatment). 


Management 

Scale management is usually a pro- 
tracted and serious effort, and rarely much 
fun. Light infestations restricted to one or 
a few plants can usually be treated with 
household products rather than concen- 
trated insecticides. When possible, imme- 
diately isolate infested plants from others 
to prevent the scales from moving 
amongst them. 

Because the life cycle of scales can be 
so short, in order to bring a serious prob- 
lem under control you will need to do a 
treatment every 2-5 weeks, depending on 
the life cycle period of your particular 
problem scale species. Consequently, the 
key to scale control is persistence. 

Management methods that are the least 
toxic to people, pets, and plants, are the 
most time-consuming and_ laborious. 
Insecticidal methods, including horticul- 
tural oils, soaps, and synthetic insecticides 
are progressively more toxic and more 
expensive, but less work. Regardless of 
method or chemical used, you must remain 
vigilant and expect to make at least 2-3 
applications 10-16 days apart. 

Because of plant costs, personal attach- 
ment to orchids by owners, and the over- 
riding desire to avoid insecticides when- 
ever possible a number of effective “home 
remedies” for scale control are available. 
Be aware that non-insecticidal treatments 
may not be highly effective for elimination 
of scales. Thus, they should be viewed as 
controls, not eradicators. Also, many 
common “home chemicals” are extremely 
toxic to humans, pets, and plants even in 
diluted forms, often being proportionately 
more toxic than the feared insecticides. 


Rubbing Alcohol 

Probably the most popular home rem- 
edy is to swab and daub plants with a cot- 
ton bud or ball of cotton dipped in iso- 
propyl (rubbing) alcohol. Do not use other 
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alcohols, such as ethanol or methanol that 
will penetrate the plant tissues and cause 
considerable damage! The concentration 
of the isopropyl seems to make little dif- 
ference; the common 70% available in 
stores is satisfactory. On hard-leaved 
plants, gentle rubbing with the fingers or a 
soft infants toothbrush is effective, with or 
without the alcohol massage. Remove all 
scales, large and small. Afterwards, you 
will still need to repeat the alcohol treat- 
ment to remove the tiny yellowish spots, 
which are the recently hatched crawlers. 
Pay particular attention to the midrib, 
other veins, and leave edge areas. Closely 
monitor your plants to get an idea of the 
life cycle of the particular species of scale 
that is your problem, but expect to repeat 
treatment against the immatures every one 
or two weeks. 

A common alternative to the swab and 
daub method is to spray the alcohol with a 
misting bottle or small pump sprayer. 
When so applied, often a light detergent, 
such a few drops of Ivory liquid soap, is 
added to the alcohol. Some growers will 
add a small amount of “Formula 409” to 
the alcohol. Caution is urged, however, as 
excessive amounts or too strong of a deter- 
gent, or use of ammonia-based chemical 
cleaner may damage your plants, particu- 
larly buds and flowers. This is particularly 
true of dish-soaps and household deter- 
gents that will remove natural waxes from 
plant tissues. Also, spraying of alcohol is 
not always effective against eggs protected 
by the scale covering, hence the physical 
removal of the scales by hand is more 
effective and provides more rapid control. 

A potential problem with alcohol treat- 
ment that is occasionally reported may be 
chilling of the plant. The rapid evapora- 
tion of alcohol cools the plant tissues. 
Especially with air movement that 


‘ increases evaporative cooling, this chilling 


is suspected of over-cooling tissues and 
creating zones of dead cells that can 
become necrotic with bacterial or fungal 
infestation. On warm days consider wip- 
ing any residual alcohol with a tissue 
instead of permitting it to evaporate off the 
plant. 


Repotting 

Given an extreme infestation you may 
see scale developing on the roots and rhi- 
zomes. At this time, or anytime you 
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observe a heavy infestation, then you may 
need to consider replacing the potting 
medium. The potting medium can harbour 
eggs and crawlers, so dispose of it in a 
compost pile or in the garbage. When 
repotting, a close inspection, and if neces- 
sary a very gentle cleaning of scale and 
spraying of the roots before repotting is 
essential. 


Scales and Fans 


Yes, fans can make scale infestations 
worse - also aphids, mealybugs, mites, and 
other pests. Only the male scales fly, 
females do not. However, as the males are 
not the important reproducers as they do 
not lay eggs and some species have 
parthenogenetic females, the crawlers or 
immature scales are the primary dispersing 
stages for scale insects. The crawlers do 
not have wings but fall from or are blown 
from plants and ride the air currents. 
Hence, within a home or greenhouse any 
circulation of the air will enhance the 
spread of scales among plants. Because of 
the aerodynamics of rooms with plants, 
there is often a peculiar hot spotting of 
scales that is attributable to the eddying of 
the air currents. Image a scale-infested 
plant on the upwind end of a greenhouse. 
The crawlers will float the air currents 
from that plant throughout the greenhouse, 
but plants that are in corners or other dead- 
air or eddy spots will be the first and most 


heavily infested. This is one more reason 
for segregating all infested plants from the 
main collection, or applying treatments to 
all plants and thoroughly. 


Oils, Soaps, and Sterilants 

Horticultural oil, neem oil, mineral oil, 
insecticidal soaps, and sterilants such as 
Physan, RD20, or Consans form the next 
stage of chemical control of scale insects. 
The oils and soaps are often regarded as 
“organic” or non-chemical methods, but 
this is a misconception or an extremely 
broad concept of “organic.” Indeed, neem 
oil is extracted from the neem tree, but hor- 
ticultural oils and mineral oil are petro- 
leum distillates. Likewise, insecticidal 
soaps are a solution of synthetic 
pyrethroids mixed with a detergent (soap) 
that is made from petroleum products. 
Sterilants are anti-bacterial and anti-fungal 
chemicals that are also often effective on 
algae. However, all of these solutions are 
generally considered much safer for 
humans, pets, and plants than usual insec- 
ticides. 

Horticultural, mineral, or neem oil solu- 
tions smother the insects. They are mixed 
with water and usually a plant-safe deter- 
gent. The main caution with these oil solu- 
tions is that they should never be applied 
to plants on hot days (>30*C) or in direct 
sunlight, as to prevent burning of tissues. 
Leave the plant in shade until the applica- 
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. Orchid 
Grower 


| NAR your plants suffering 
) from extreme weather 


will, create the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 
Specialising i in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


Design Features ¢ Kit form with written instructions and video 
‘can be shipped everywhere + Simplicity - Portability - Modular 
(can be lengthened to meet your needs) - 
¢ Strong » Economical 


151 Railway Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 


No Maintenance 


Fax 07 3822 2307 


tion has dried. 

Insecticidal soaps are usually solutions 
of a synthetic pyrethrin and a plant-safe 
detergent. The detergent acts as a surfac- 
tant and spreader for dispersing the 
pyrethrin evenly, and as a mild caustic 
against the insects. 

To prevent spot burning from droplets 
apply the chemical and allow it to dry in 
shade. Pyrethrins are synthetic analogs of 
pyrethrum, the natural extract from certain 
Asteraceae. Caution should be urged with 
so-called “safe” insecticidal soaps as some 
plants are sensitive, particularly tender 
new tissues. A classic example is 
Bougainvillea (not an orchid!) which will 
drop its leaves and bracts, and new shoots 
and flowers will burn from a popular and 
commonly sold insecticidal soap, even in 
shade. 

Sterilants are usually Physan, RD20, or 
Consans. These solutions are all com- 
posed of isomer cocktails of ammonium 
chloride and all have the same antibiotic 
activity. Physan20 is sold as a diluted form 
of Physan. These chemicals can be used in 
diluted form, according to label directions, 
usually for controlling bacterial and fungal 
diseases on orchids. However, at these 
same dilutions there is some limited effec- 
tiveness on scale crawlers and other deli- 
cate insects. Frequent use of sterilants for 
insect control is not recommended, due 
particularly to potential damage on new 
growth, buds, and flowers, and should be 
done under shade to prevent sunburn. 

If you are battling scale for long periods 
of time (>9 months) and have been using 
the same control method, such as repeated 
applications of an insecticidal soap or oil, 
then you may have built a bigger problem 
that you started with. Depending on the 
length of time of your problem and the 
intensity of oil, soap, or chemical use, you 
could have selected a population of resis- 
tant scales. The best resolution to this is to 
change methods and chemicals occasion- 
ally; that is, do not use the same chemical 
mix more than 3-4 times sequentially. 
After isolating infested plants give them a 
thorough application of something differ- 
ent from what you have been using. For 
example, if you used insecticidal soap, 
then switch to an oil or different insecti- 
cide. 


Insecticides 


Persistent populations of scale or infes- 
tation in many plants usually demand the 
need for use of synthetic insecticides. 
There are few insecticides specifically reg- 
istered for use on orchids, but there is sev- 
eral common, inexpensive, home-and-gar- 
den use chemicals labelled for ornamental 
plants. 

Some of the more available and effec- 
tive insecticides that come in various 
brand names are orthene (wettable pow- 
der), malathion, diazinon (“Knock-Out”), 
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and carbaryl or sevin (water-based emusi- 
fiable concentrate). Fertilizer/systemic 
combinations for roses and other orna- 
mentals, usually with disyston or disulfo- 
ton, may be effective but are not widely 
tested on orchids. Also, caution should be 
given to the fertilizer effect on your plants 
in combination with other nutrients. Of 
course, always follow label directions and 
never, ever exceed mixing directions when 
used on orchids! Orchids are tough plants, 
but are sensitive to many chemicals, par- 
ticularly under direct sunlight. 

Generally, never use an insecticide not 
labelled for ornamental plants. Cygon 
used to be available, but it no longer rec- 
ommended and labelled for orchids 
because it will damage many plants, espe- 
cially the buds and flowers, and is 
extremely hazardous to use. If you cannot 
spray out of doors, place your plant(s) 
inside a large plastic bag (remove the bag 
after the spray has settled!) and let the 
plant ventilate where the fumes will not be 
wafted around the house or work area. 
Again, you may have to consider remov- 
ing the potting medium, spraying the 
plant, and repotting it with new media in a 
clean pot when the spray has dried. 


Final Considerations 

Heavy infestations of scale, especially 
on many plants may require control meth- 
ods just short of nuclear warfare. In such 
situations, you may need to consider the 
use of a synthetic insecticide. On the 
extreme side if you have a plant showing 
signs of decline from scale you may have 
to seriously consider destroying that plant, 
as the low likelihood of rejuvenating that 
plant may not justify the expense and 
effort of continued treatments. Too, 
destruction of a sick plant can be used to 
justify the purchase of new and healthier 
plant! 

Whenever using oils, soaps, and 
harsher chemicals, be thorough, change 
solutions frequently, and never ever use 
more than a minimum concentration of 
mixture. Too, never use chemicals pro- 
phylactically, that is do not routinely use 
chemicals as a preventative as it is a waste 
of chemical (and money!) and such use 
allows resistant scales to develop. Finally, 
keep up the manual removal of all scales, 
if possible. Removing the egg laying 
adults is as important as killing the 
nymphs. Again, you need to monitor the 
cycling of your scales, this time to opti- 
mise spray effect and minimize total num- 
ber of sprays. | 


Paul J. Johnson, Ph.D. 

Insect Research Collection 

South Dakota State University 

Box 2207A, Brookings, SD 57007, USA 
e-mail (SDSU): 
paul_johnson@sdstate.edu 

or elater@itctel.com 


Attention AOR 
readers and 
Orchid Societies 


“This and That” is aregular feature of 
the Australian Orchid Review and 
readers and Orchid Societies are invited 
to contribute any small news items of 
interest to Orchid lovers. 

The deadline for items can be found on 
page 3. 

Address all correspondence to the 
Editor. “This and That”, Australian 
Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, 
Lewisham, NSW 2049. 


Two Orchid Shows for 


the Toowoomba Carnival 


Two Spring Orchid Shows have long been 
an integral part of the Toowoomba Carnival of 
Flowers and this will again be the case during 
the event which operates from September 22 to 
September 30. 

The Toowoomba Orchid Society will feature 
amassed display of native and exotic orchids in 
the St Paul’s Lutheran Church Hall daily from 
September 21-28. 

The Darling Downs Orchid Association will 


also provide massed displays, plant sales and 
free cultural advice. The Show is located in the 
Centenary Heights High hall and operates daily 
from September 22-29. 

While in Toowoomba it is worth viewing the 
Carnival’s unique floral trilogy: the magnifi- 
cent parks and gardens with 200,000 seedlings 
planted, winning entries from the home garden 
competition which is considered to be the best 
in the nation, and the outdoor Ergon Energy 
Flower Show in Queens Park. 

Toowoomba has long been considered 
Australia’s premier floral city and, if you’re a 
flower lover it is well worth the pilgrimage to 
the Carnival on the mountain at least once ina 
lifetime! 

For further information, contact the Carnival 
of Flowers Office on 07 4632 4877. 
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The Southern Highlands 
(NSW) Garden Festival 


To celebrate the best of spring, the Southern 
Highlands Garden Festival will e held from 
September 15 to November 30, 2001. 

Based on the enormous success of The 
Bowral Flower and Garden Show, the Southern 
Highlands Garden Festival will incorporate 
four major horticultural events showcasing the 
best of Australian horticulture — the Rare Plant 
and Fine Food Day, The Bowral Flower and 


KEITHS NURSERY 


Importers of Fine Stock 


Oonoonba Road 
Idalia, Townsville, Qld 4811 
Phone: (07) 4778 1329 or (07) 4778 2472 
A.H. (07) 4788 6460 Fax: (07) 4778 1330 
Email: keithsnursery@ultra.net.au 
Web Page: http://www.ultra.net.au/~keithsnursery/ 


FOR SPECIES AND HYBRID ORCHIDS INCLUDING 
FLOWERING SIZE DIVISIONS OF OUR SELECTED CATTLEYA STOCK. 


WE HAVE EVER CHANGING NEW LISTINGS OF PLANTS 
FROM SEEDLING TO FLOWERING SIZE. 


Send SAE or Email now for our latest Catalogue. 
MICHAEL, LARRY, MICK and THELMA KEITH 


Dark Star Orchids 


ene 


Ay 


-Hans Schaible 
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FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 
African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 
RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
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P&R ORCHIDS 


Just off the Pacific Highway half way between Brisbane and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at the Oxley Highway. 
We’re only 4km on the right. 


NOW ON THE WEB AT www.prorchids.com WITH PHOTOS. 
Sydney & Gosford Here We Come! 


We'll be at Gosford and St Ives in August. 
AND we'll be back at Castle Hill in October. 


We're going to try to bring as many flowering plants as possible. 
From Catasetums to Paph. species divisions. 
Lots of tubes of species and hybrids. 
May be some Mini Catts. 

Definitely a lot of imported plants from 6 months to 6 years old. 
Do you want a concolor Alba or an ang-thong alba or perhaps some 
of the new stonei alba crosses? 

Or is it a Stanhopea, catt; or Laelia species? 

If we haven’t got it at one show we may get it there for the next. 


See you all there. 
Peter, Rose, Agnes and Paul. 


For your free lists, write, phone, fax or just drop in and see us. 


We are closed Sunday. 
Ph: 02 6581 3061 Fax: 02 65810907 Email at prorchids@tsn.cc 
PO Box 5113, PORT MACQUARIE NSW 2444 
Cnr. Phillip Charley Dr. & Oxley Hwy. Port Macquarie NSW 2444 


St Ives Orchid Fair & Show '| 
St Ives Showground 
Mona Vale Koad, St Ives 


17th August 2001 — 9.00am to 4.00pm 
18th August 2001 — 9.00am to 4.00pm 
19th August 2001 — 9.00am to 3.00pm 


MAJOR SPONSORS 
Easy Orchids ¢ Sunnybank Garden Centre © The Orchid Pot Co. 


UNLIMITED FREE PARKING 
Orchid displays and sales, Floral art, Free advice from the 
experts, Wheelchair access, Bus groups welcome 


Organised by A.N.O.S. Warringah Group Inc., Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc., 
Manly Warringah Orchid Society Inc., North Shore Orchid Society Inc. 


VENDORS 


Battack Orchids + Books of Nature + Dendi Orchids 
Down Under Native Orchids + Easy Orchids «+ Hills District Orchids 
House of Phalaenopsis + Lonne’s Orchids » Macquarie Native Orchids 
Mini World Orchids * Miriam Ann Orchids * Orchid Land 
Oceania Orchids + Orchid Oasis * P&R Orchids 
The Orchid Pot Company + Robertson Orchids + Royale Orchids 
Stockers Orchids + Tinonee Orchid Nursery + Warrnambool Orchids 
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For more information: Show Marshall, Garrie Bromley Ph 02 9452 3202 


THIS & THAT 


Garden Show, The Garden and Wine Trail and 
Rose Days at Kennerton Green — in an area well 
known for its colourful gardens, diverse land- 
scape, shopping and wide range of accommo- 
dation options. 

Themed a ‘Highland Fling Spring in 
Spring’, the festival will feature the best of 
Australia]s horticultural industry against a 
backdrop of the natural beauty and style of the 
Southern Highlands. From wine tastings and 
afternoon teas, visits to private gardens, and 
gardening advice to roses blushing with spring, 
fine food, art and sophisticated music. 

The Southern Highlands garden Festival is a 
joint initiative of Southern Highlands Tourism, 
NSW tourism, DB Promotions, manager of The 
Bowral Flower and Garden Show, Ms Marylyn 
Abbott, owner of one of Australia’s most 
famous gardens, Kennerton Green, at 
Mittagong, “West Green Garden’ in England 
and the organiser of the world garden lecture 
series. 

A complete range of accommodation 
options, from bed and breakfast to luxury, 
resort-style accommodation is available 
throughout the Southern Highlands. 

For further information on _ the 
festival contact the toll free hotline on 
1300 722 822. Information on tours 
and packages can be _ obtained on 
(02) 4861 6260. 
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AUSTMOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 


Regenerated Tasmania sphagnum 
moss. Supplying the requirements of 
individual growers, clubs and 
Societies with high quality sphagnum 
moss. Wet fresh harvested moss now 
available. 

Packs from 6 litres to 700 litres. 
Contact: 

Austmoss 81 Rowbottoms Road, 
GRANTON TAS. 7030. 

Phone: 03 6263 7753 or 0411 30 7753 
or Fax 03 6263 7987. 


email: austmoss@southcom.com.au 


ADR Subscribers 


Please check that when 
renewing your subscription 


you have included GST. 


Subscription rates are 
printed on your renewal 
notice and the AOR Mail 
Order Bookshop insert in 
the centre of the magazine. 
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ON THE BOOKSHELF/CD ROM REVIEW 


Phalaenopsis - A Monograph 

by Eric A. Christenson, 

Hardcover, 158mm x 236mm 

ISBN 0-88192-494-6 

330 pages, 217 colour photographs, 60 
line drawings 

Published by Timber Press, Portland, 
Oregon. 

www.timberpress.com 

USD$39-95 


Members of the genus Phalaenopsis 
(whether species or hybrids) are amongst 
the most widely grown of all orchids in the 
world. The hybrids are now grown as pot 
plants because of their long-lasting, attrac- 
tive and usually beautifully coloured 
blooms. 

The genus Phalaenopsis was mono- 
graphed by the late Herman Sweet in 1980 
and this work brought stability to the 
names of the species used to make the 
hybrids. 

Since 1980 many new techniques have 
been discovered to help decide the rela- 
tionships of the species. Methods to 
analyse perfumes, DNA, etc., are now 
used to differentiate species and some of 
these have been used here. There are a 
number of changes from what Dr. Sweet 
found. 

The book contains chapters on: 

1. History - pity it wasn’t a little bit 
longer. I find the history of orchids a fasci- 
nating subject. 

2. Ecology and Distribution - explains 
the way the plants grow and where they 
occur. 

3. Morphology - tell us about the varia- 
tion within Phalaenopsis and its implica- 
tions on the classification of the genus. 

4. Generic and Infrageneric 
Classification and Taxonomy - informs us 
why, what were previously distinct genera 
are now included within Phalaenopsis 
when taken in a broad sense. 

Chapters 5 to 9, inclusive, discuss the 
subgenera and sections within which the 


OrcHipAceous Booxs 


Specialist supplier of ORCHID BOOKS 
Phalaenopsis — A. Monograph 


Eric Christenson 
213 colour photos 88 b&w illustrations 
review of genus — $87.50 + post 


The Cattleyas and Their Relatives 
Carl L. Withner 


Vol 1, Vol 2 & Vol 3 $81.00 each + post 
Vol 4, Vol 5 & Vol 6 $90.00 each + post 


Catalogue available on request. 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
Email: gmuller@mary.big.net.au 
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Phalaenopsis species are placed. 

10. Cultivation - this chapter can only 
help us to improve how we grow our 
Phalaenopsis. 

11. Conservation - a very important 
chapter. 

12. Hybrids - this chapter discusses the 
importance of Phalaenopsis hybrids in the 
floral industry and talks about the history 
and future of breeding. 

13. The Future - another interesting 
chapter. 


PHALAENOPSIS 


A MONOGRAPH 


Eric A. Christenson 


The colour pictures in this book are, for 
the most part, of superb quality. They are 
arranged alphabetically for ease of loca- 
tion. There are a number of species 
depicted that may not have been illustrated 
previously. It is a pity, but a few of the pic- 
tures are a little out of focus - P. equestris 
var. rosea, P. pulchra ‘Orchidglade’ and P. 
wilsonii ‘Carri’s Envy’. Though one 
should not complain, the rest of the 200 
plus pictures are worth the price of the 
book. A number of the pictures are of the 
type specimens from which some of the 
species have been named. 

Throughout the chapters relating to the 
subgenera, sections and species are many 
fine line drawings that show the diagnos- 
tic features of the species concerned (usu- 
ally a flattened labellum). These drawings 
are of a first class quality and enhance the 
text and descriptions. A number of the 
illustrations have been copied from the 


monograph on the genus by Dr. Sweet and - 


are credited as such. 

There are many recently described 
species within the book and the beautiful 
Phalaenopsis doweryénsis Garay & E.A. 
Christenson and P. luteola Burb. ex Garay. 
E.A. Christ. & Gruss, make their debut 
here. A number of new combinations have 
also been proposed in this monograph. 

There are a couple of surprises in the 
book - like the merging of Doritis and 
Kingidium into Phalaenopsis - but you 
will have to buy the book to find why these 
decisions have been made. 
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Orchid Books 


The Orchidaceae of German New 
Guinea 

R. Schlechter. English translation by 
Rogers, Katz & Simmons 1982. The 
English translation of the original 
work dating from 1914, incorporating 
the atlas of plates. With 2 b/w foldout 
maps. Hard cover. In excellent condi- 
tion 1180p., A$200.00 


Orchids in the garden 

Robert Friend 2000. An easy-to-read 
‘how to’ book, explaining how orchids 
can be grown in the garden and around 
the house. It describes which orchids 
are suitable for which situations, and 
how to grow them. Soft cover, colour 
and b/w illustrations, 144p., A$29.95 


Orchid Fever 

Eric Hansen 2000. This book tells of 
the author’s efforts to separate truth 

from fiction in the illegal orchid trade. 
Hard cover,272p., A$35.00 


Carnivorous plants 

Tony Carmilleri 1998. An easy ref- 
erence guide to growing carnivorous 
plants worldwide, with information 
about the origin of many species, 
how to care for them and also 
discusses common problems. Soft 
cover, full colour, 104p., A$32.95 


Carnivorous Plants of Australia. Vol. 3 
Allen Lowrie 1999. Cephalotus, tuberous 
Drosera and Utricularia from southern 
Australia; pygmy Drosera and Byblis from 
south western Australia, and Drosera, 
Byblis, Aldovanda and Nepenthes from 
northern Australia. Colour photographs 
and line drawings. Hard cover. A$54.95 


We will be at the St. lves Orchid 
Fair, 17-19 August, with books on 
orchids, native plants, gardening 
and other subjects 


Merry 


COeta 


P.O. Box 345 
Lindfield NSW 2070 


fax 02 94158098 
on-line catalogue at 
http://www.booksofnature.com 
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ON THE BOOKSHELF/CD ROM REVIEW 


Dr. Herman Sweet made the cake, but 
Dr. Eric A. Christenson has iced it 
superbly. A “must have” book if you grow 
Phalaenopsis species and this book should 
be in every orchid society library. All in all 
this is a fine addition to the orchid litera- 
ture. oH 

Jim Cootes 
Email: jecootes@ozemail.com.au 


Orchids of New Guinea Vol 1: 
Illustrated Checklist and Genera 
(CDROM) 

by A. Schuiteman and E.F. de Vogel 


Papua New Guinea (PNG) has over 
2000 species of orchids in its rich environ- 
ment. While Schlechter, J.J. Smith and 
Blume number among the biologists who 
have discovered and described the 
Orchidaceae of this region, no one has ever 
attempted to record the entire family. The 
authors Andre Schuiteman and Dr. Ed. de 
Vogel of the National Herbarium of the 
Netherlands have undertaken this enor- 
mous task as part of the “Expert Centre for 
Taxonomic Identification” (ETI). ETI are 
dedicated to preservation of knowledge of 
the world’s plants and animals. 

This contribution adds to what is known 
as the “World Diversity Database”. This 
CD is the first volume in a planned series 
and was released in May 2001. While 
future volumes will concentrate on 
species, this one includes descriptions, a 
checklist, identification and bibliographi- 
cal references for the 132 genera of PNG. 
Combined with 2000 images it is an essen- 
tial reference tool for any enthusiast or 
academic of the orchids of the Papua New 
Guinea. 

While designed for Windows 95, 
Windows 98 and Macintosh operating sys- 
tems, I managed to successfully install it 
on Windows 2000 (but would not run reli- 
ably). It should also install on Windows 
Millennium edition and possibly NT4. 
Easy to follow instructions are included 


with the CD manual. Once installed and 
launched, you are presented with the 
Linnaeus II interface used by ETI for all its 
datasets. This software is easy to use, espe- 
cially if you have had any experience with 
computerised encyclopaedias such as 
Microsoft Encarta. The Navigator is the 
starting point with links to the modules: 
Introduction, Glossary, Literature, Higher 
Taxa (genera descriptions), Checklist (of 
species), Species, (a showcase for future 
volumes), Index, Text Key (dichotomous 
key), IdentifyIt and Habitats. There is also 
a MapIt utility not included with this vol- 
ume that maps distributions. 

Although there isn’t the ‘comfort’ of 
reading a book (as many prefer), the ease 
of access to the extensive information is 
literally at your fingertips. The superb 
illustrations and the identification tools 
(IdentifyIt and Text Key) are worth the 
price of the CD alone. The illustrations 
feature either high-resolution photographs 
or drawings from the archives of J. J. 
Smith who would have to be one of the 
best botanical illustrators ever seen. Future 
volumes hope to include Schlechter draw- 
ings. There are many places to start your 
exploration of this resource but the Index 
would be probably the first point of access 
if you know which genus you wish to look 
up or if you just wish to browse. The Index 
includes both genera and some of the 
species within each genus. The 
Description of each genus includes the full 
botanical description with all terms used 
linked to the Glossary, Distribution, 
Habitat and Notes. There are also tabs for 
Synonymy, Taxonomy and References. 
The Multimedia tab will display the pho- 
tographs or drawings of some of the taxa 
within each genus. There is the option to 
print or save the text and images and can 
also be bookmarked for easy reference. 

The IdentifyIt module allows you to try 
to identify the genus of an unknown 
orchid. Just add a couple of characteristics 
and the genera list will display in order of 
those containing all characteristics to those 


VALE 
Paul Richards 


T° most people at Manly Warringah Orchid Society, Paul Richards was a Paph 
grower who was very knowledgeable on the subject. Indeed it was one of his 
passions and because of this he gained knowledge and expertise on the subject and 
this showed in how he grew and benched his plants for our monthly meetings and 
shows. He was a grower of all orchids and took out our open pointscore on a 
number of occasions. Paul was a member of the committee and for many years 
looked after the annual pointscore, arranged guest speakers, was always on hand to 
assist at our shows and auctions and freely offered advice to novice growers. 
Recently at the last St. Ives show Paul received an award of HCC for his plant: 


Paph. Jannine Banks ‘Cromer’. 


Out condolences are extended to his wife and family and the members of Manly 
Warringah will miss a friend and grower extraordinaire. | 
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displaying none. When you click on one of 
the genera, it will open the description of 
the genus and you can browse the pictures 
- individually or all at once. Unfortunately, 
the picture captions do not show the name 
of the orchid so opening one at a time 
would be preferable. The Help file on this 
module is worth reading to be able to use 
the software to its full potential. 

There are only two habitats described: 
Lowland and Mountain. Although the text 
acknowledges these as broad, a bit more 
detail would have been useful. There is so 
much information and so many surprises; 
it is tempting to simply challenge you to 
see for yourself rather than relying on this 
review. Brief cultural information is even 
included. The creators of Linnaeus II have 
provided an excellent means of accessing 
the data. The interface uses multiple win- 
dows so it is easier to switch between the 
various modules. One criticism I will 
make here is there is no easy way to close 
all open windows at once (I had up to 8 
open at times). With a scientific work, 
extra care appears to have been taken to 
ensure accuracy - no obvious errors were 
discovered. 

The CD costs between $100 and $130 
(including postage) depending on the Euro 
Exchange rate and method of payment. 
I’m sure the purchaser of this volume 
would not be disappointed and, indeed, 
their appetite for later volumes would be 
whetted. This is just as well as the authors 
are seeking funding for the continuation of 
this magnum opus. Your purchase of 
Volume I would be a win for you, a win for 
the authors and a win for orchid research. 
Please don’t be tempted to wait until some- 
one else buys it and then copy theirs - this 
is not only illegal, it may lead to us not 
ever seeing Volume II. But if you are not 
convinced, you can at least steal a look at 
www.orchidspng.com/orchids_nhn01.html 
(or click on the link under “Red Hot!!” at 
www.orchidspng.com) A 

Stephen Kemp 
Email: skemp@bigpond.net.au 


The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Edited by David P. Banks 
Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 


Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$30 Australia 
$35 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 
$40 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 2165, 
Taren Point, NSW 2229 
Australia 


e-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 
WWW.anoS.org.au 
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Mail Order 
bookshop 


Orchid 


Review 


The publishers of the Australian Orchid Review are pleased to offer their readers popular Orchid 
and Gardening books at special discount prices. New titles will be added to the list when available. 
All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the details on the form provided. 


THE WORLD OF 
ORCHIDS — 2 


The World of Orchids — 2 has been written by members 

and friends of the North Shore Orchid Society about 
orchids grown in Sydney and its environs, and we are 
indebted to those people for their time and effort. 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to try 
other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of 
culture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers 
should try any changes to their own culture 
gradually and on a few plants first, as orchids 
respond different 
conditions. 


80 pages, colour and B&W. 


differently | under 


vas$ 11,00 ARP. ct 6s 


Fi ARDICHNT PE. ¢a8B 2, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


GROWING 
_ PHALAENOPSIS AT HOME 
_ James Neal 


Explanations of the 
" way Phalaenopsis 
are named and the 
implications of 


Jim Neal is always called upon to give his 
opinion when a Phalaenopsis is shown at 
an Orchid Society of NSW Ltd show or 
_ nominated for an award. This is because 
t ? Jim has made a study of the genus 
j Phalaenopsis in the Sydney area since lings, illustrate 

being bitten by the Phalaenopsis bug at 


growing —_ seed- 


some of the more 


the 6th World Orchid Conference in 
: Sydney in 1969. 
pith This book is essential reading and 
__ reference for any person who grows, or is 
intending to grow, Phalaenopsis. 
Jim, in a simple and easily understood 
style, explains and elaborates on light 
conditions, watering, temperatures, 
fertilisers, pests and diseases. 


difficult ideas for 
the layman to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates 
beautifully the topics under discussion and 
the orchid names are supplied, where 
necessary, as a caption. 

The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie 
are pertinent and succinct and make the 
subject more easily understood. 


56 pages, colour and B&W. 
(Incl. 681) 


vas 13,75 eRe. Ikon 


aoiscourence gal 172 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


WHAT ORCHID 
IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most 


passionately cultivated flowers 
world-wide, and for centuries it 
has been a symbol for the exotic 
and mysterious in the human 
imagination. As the brilliant 
photographs in this book show, 
the shapes, hues and textures of 
many of these extraordinary flowers continue to 
produce a shock of wonder in the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the gardener with a 
casual interest in orchids, to the confirmed enthusiast. It takes 
in a wide spectrum of orchid genera and more than 1100 
species common in cultivation, presented by an international 
team of experts. 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, 
introduces orchid habitat, distribution, names and 
classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and 
control pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, 
names and synonyms, geographic distribution, notes on 
culture, and photographs drawn from collections around the 
world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or just looking, this is the 
vs $54.95 pa, 


ultimate guide to orchids. 
annstnar até sub 2. 


304 pages, colour. 


AUSTRALIAN 
TROPICAL 


ORCHIDS 

Bill Lavarack 

and Bruce Gray 

Compiled by two well known 
names in the Australian orchid 
world, this book is essentially a 
collection of 116 colour photographs 
depicting 109 tropical orchids, chosen by the authors as 
representative. There is a short introduction together with brief 
text complementing each photograph. 


The text includes notes on distribution including a simple map, 
habitat types, an indication of size, flowering season, 
conservation status and many features of interest. 


72 pages, colour. v6 1645 RRP. te sn 15 


CIRDGCONT PACE Sa I 


PLUS POOTASE AND AH Lcs ue 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: A Unique Australian Orchid 


Peter B. Adams and Sheryl D. Lawson 


This book takes an innovative approach to the appreciation of an orchid 
species and breaks new ground in species monographs. Many of the 
orchid books available today take a dry formula approach to their topic 
and frequently present in another form information that is already 
available.. This monograph provides an easily-read, comprehensive 
treatment of the species encompassing the interests of research 
scientists, horticulturalists, breeders and hobbyists, including beginners. 
Covers history, biology, breeding, taxonomy, hybridisation, and culture. 
Has sections on award-winning plants, and shows how to develop 
specialist and competitive collections. Includes a register of over 300 
significant plants. 


i 
; 
i 
| 
: 


INTRODUCING 
CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni. Man natt’s fascination with 
the Cattleya Alliance, their most 


oan to share the 
results of her own trials in 
successfully | growing and 

_ flowering all types of this most 

beautiful ‘genus under shadehouse 
conditions in the city of Perth in Western 
Australia. She hopes that as a result of her 
writing some new growers, as well as the 
experienced growers of other orchid genera, may 
be encouraged to introduce the Cattleya Alliance 
into their collections. 
24 pages, B&W. eg 
was $ 7.15 RRP. puso 


OR DCN PGE gulp A 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS OF AUSTRALIA 


Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the 
first book to cover all aspects of species of 
the genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of 
great floral beauty with ease of culture, 
they are mostly cool to cold growing, 


his very popular 


This is Walter T Upton’s third 
book and is a companion to 
and 
informative Dendrobium 
Orchids of Australia. He is 


DENDROBIUM KINGIAN 
Unique Australi lian On 


This well-produced book is essential reading for all enthusiasts 
of d. kingianum and will be a valuable addition to the orchidist’s 
library. For many hobbyists, the highlight of the book will be 
the ability to identify the many wonderful forms of 
d. kingianum in their collection. For others it will determine the 
direction of further acquisitions. This book is not only a 
celebration of a unique orchid, it also illuminates the 
fascination that has led these authors to spend many 
thousands of obviously rewarding hours researching this 
delightful monograph. 


197 pages, over 180 in full colour. ar $93.50 IT) ~ 


wit Pie gn 4h, 88 


PLAS POSTAGE AUY ABDEING 


Cultivation and 
Hybridisation 

A.EW. Alcorn 

Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce flowers 
that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. No book 
previously has provided detailed cultural requirements of the Lycaste, and this 

book should fill that gap, and encourage new growers to take up the cultivation of this 
beautiful genus. A section on hybridising contains valuable information on inheritance 
and genetics that will benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as 
helpful hints on how to avoid pitfalls in your hybridising program. 

Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with 
Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research and 
botany, and a passion for plants, especially orchids. 


237 pages, col d BEW. 
pages, colour an was § 28,09 RRP, ins 


CUR OSCOUNT PRICE Su ee, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Cul 
ultivar; 
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Sation 


Le wy 


* Akory 


ORCHIDS FOR )ichids 


BEGINNERS 
A Guide to Selection 


and Cultivation 
Allison and Mark Webb 


“Orchids for Beginners” is for those 
just starting out in orchids. It 
provides information about 


requiring limited space, and for these 
reasons are quickly becoming the orchid 
of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its 
history, synonyms, distribution, habitat, 
cultivation and hybrids, along with a 
drawing showing the main parts of the 
plant and flower, plus a colour plate 
providing an easy means of identification. 
Hybridising, including intergenerics, is 
dealt with in detail - most registered 
hybrids being accompanied by a colour 
plate. Other chapters include pollination, 
seed raising and cultural information for 
the home grower. 


a past president of the 
Orchid Society of New 
South Wales and The 
Australasian Native Orchid Society, and 
has received many honours in Australia 
including the Australian Orchid Council's 
Award of Honour. He is a well-known 
hybridiser and judge of orchids, and is a 
learned and entertaining lecturer much in 
demand throughout the world. 


119 pages, colour and B&W. 


was $ 39,55 RRP. ll ¢57 


CU DISCOUNT PGE SanBO.Z2, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


_ 48 pages, colour and B&W. 


choosing orchids best suited to your conditions and 
how to grow them. There is advice on what to look for 
when choosing plants to avoid some common traps and 
the expense of losing plants unsuited to your 
conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for beginners 
are covered _ potting media, mounting plants, 
repotting and deflasking as well as choosing 
locations and building bushhouses. There are 
suggestions for growing in country areas as well as 
indoors. The plant descriptions offer suggestions of 
plants to choose from as well as introducing some of 
the very varied forms of orchids. 


AHMED Recommended Our Plus Grand 
Postage Retail Price Discount Postage Total © Number of Total 
Price & Handling Price Copies $ 


e 
VC hid Item & Title Zone (RRP) 
Review 1. The World of Orchids - 2 = A$11.00 A$8.50+ A$3.00 =A$11.50 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.90 
Mail Order 2. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home = A$13.75 | A$11.80+ A$3.00 | =A$14.80 
are (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$9.75 
bookshop 
3. What Orchid is That? = A$54,95 A$43.95+ A$14.40 =A$58.35 
(Incl. GST) (incl. GST) = US$41.00 
4. Introducing Cattleyas = A$7.15 A$6.60+ A$3.00 =A$9.60 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.30 
. Lycaste Orchids = A$28.55 A$22.00+ A$5.00 =A$27.00 ail 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$18.75 a 
6. Orchids for Beginners A$10.45+ A$3.00 =A$13.45 ” 
(Incl. GST) = US$8.75 } 
7. Australian Tropical Orchids = A$16.45 A$13.15+ A$3.00 =A$16.15 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$10.50 


Postage Zones 8. Dendrobium Kingianum: = A$93.50 A$74.80+ A$11.70 | =A$86.50 
A Australia, New Zealand and Oceania A Unique Australian Orchid (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$59.00 


(Quoted A$ Dollars) 9. Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia = A$39.55 A$30.75+ A$5.00 =A$35.75 
R_ Rest of World (incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$26.35 
iT 
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Orchid 


Review 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


eee eee ee we Re ORR RE EE RE RE ee Re eee 


Please tick 0 Renewal 0 New © Address Change 
Send to Australian Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049 Australia 


O Australia YEAR (6 issues) 2 YEARS (12 issues) 3 YEARS (18 issues) 

0 A$39.60 (Includes GST) 0 A$72.60 (Includes GST) 1 A$103.40 (Includes GST) 
C1 NZ Airmail 

1 NZ$58.00 ($A47.00) 1 NZ$107.00 ($A86.00) 1 NZ$151.00 ($4123.00) 
0 US Airmail 

0 US$53.00 0 US$98.00 0 US$139.00 


Enclosed is my cheque for (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 


or charge my | Bankcard 0 Mastercard 0 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature 
Address 


Postcode Telephone (_) 


All overseas cheques (except New Zealand) must be in US dollars, or equivalent for credit cards. Credit card 


subscriptions may be telephoned to (02) 9560 6166. 
C Please indicate V if this is a gift subscription and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card 
earing your good wishes. 


Message 
ABC 
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‘mail order form 
Enclosed is my cheque for $ (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 


or charge my 
LETT TTT TTT) Card expiry date [| | ] ] 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature 
Address 


Country Postcode Telephone (__) 


C] Please indicate V if this is a gift and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bearing your good wishes. 
Message 
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Macquarie Shopping Centre, Cnr. Waterloo & 


Herring Roads, North Ryde 


Community Church Hall, Hyde Street, Bellinger 
Kariong, Gosford 


Ashfield Mall, Ashfield 
Winston Hills Mall, Caroline Chisholm Drive 


Winston Hills 
Pacific Highway, South Tweed Heads 


Lancaster Motors Showroom 


John Street 


Ballina Fair Shopping Centre, Ballina 
Singleton 


Entertainment Centre, Ridge Street 


Westfield Shoppingtown, Warrawong 
Nambucca Heads 


Fairfield Forum Fairfield 
Settlement City Shopping Complex 


Port Macquarie 
Mullumbimby Ex-Services Club 


Agricultural Hall Showground 
Mullumbimby 


Club Macquarie, Lake Road 
Victoria Street, Berry 
Tweed City Shopping Centre 


Richmond Market Place 
Argenton 


SHOW ADDRESS 
St. lves Showground 
Richmond 


Warringah Group, Ku-Ring-Gai, Mona Vale Road, St. Ives 


Manly Warringah & North Shore 


Bellinger Valley 
Central Coast & Lakes 


ORCHID SOCIETY 
Leisure Coast 
Fairfield District 
Port Macquarie 
Combined — ANOS 
Western Suburbs 
Cumberland Orchid 
Circle 

Hawkesbury District 
ANOS Newcastle Group 
Shoalhaven 
Eastwood & District 
Ballina & District 
Nambucca Valley 
Tweed District 
Upper Hunter 

Byron District 


Fair & Show) 
Winter (Annual) 


SEASON 
(St. lves Orchid 
Spring 


(Flora Festival) 


Winter 
Spring 


Winter 
Winter 
Winter 
Spring 
Spring 
Spring 
Spring 
Spring 
Spring 
Spring 
Spring 


Spring 
Spring 


Shopping Centre Hours 
Shopping Centre Hours 


9.00am-5.00pm 


Shopping Centre Hours 
9.00am-4.00pm 


Shopping Centre Hours 
Shopping Centre Hours 
8.30am-5.30pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 
9.00am-3.00pm 
10.00am-4.30pm 
Shopping Centre Hours 
Shopping Centre Hours. 
Shopping Centre Hours 
to 4.00pm Saturday 
9.00am-5.00pm 

12 noon-5.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 
Festival Hours 
11.00am-6.00pm 
8.30am-6.00pm 
8.30am-2.30pm 
10.00am-5.00pm 


TIME 
New South Wales 


13-18 August 
15-18 August 
16-18 August 
17 August 

18 August 

19 August 

18 August 
23-26 August 
29-31 August 
1 September 
30-31 August 
1 September 

1 September 
2 September 

1 September 
2 September 
3-8 September 
5-9 September 
6-9 September 
6-7 September 
8 September 
6-8 September 
6 September 

7 September 

8 September 


DATE 
The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2001 


7-8 September 


DATE TIME 


a SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
8 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Blue Mountains & The Melrose Hall 


9 September 9.00am-4.00pm 
10-15 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring 
11-12 September 9.00am-7.00pm Spring 


12-14 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring 
to 1.00pm Saturday 


Penrith District 
Fairfield District 
Manning River 


Maitland & Coalfields 
District 


13-15 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring 


City of Lismore 
Coffs Harbour 


Casino & District 
North Shore 


13-14 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
15 September 9.00am-3.00pm 

14-15 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
14-15 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
14 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring 
15 September 9.00am-5.00pm (Annual) 
16 September 9.00am-3.30pm 

15 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring 
16 September 9.00am-4.30pm 

20-22 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring 
20-23 September TBA Spring 
20-21 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
20-22 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
23 September 9.00am-3.30pm 

22 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring 
23 September 9.00am-4.00pm 

22 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring 
23 September 12 noon-5.00pm 

22 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring 
23 September 9.00am-4.00pm 

29-30 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring 
29 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring 
30 September 9.00am-4.00pm 

29-30 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring 
5-7 October Club Hours Spring 
6 October 9.30am-4.30pm Spring 
6 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring 
17-20 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring 
Queensland 

16-18 August 8.30am-5.00pm Winter 
25 August 9.00am-4.00pm Spring 
26 August 9.00am-3.00pm 

25 August 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
26 August 9:00am-4.30pm 

30 August- 8.30am-9.00pm Spring 
1 September 

30 August- TBA Spring 
1 September 

31 August 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
1 September 9.00am-3.00pm 

1 September 9.00am-5.00pm> Spring 
2 September 9.00am-4.00pm 

7 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
8 September 9.00am-3.00pm 

7-8 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring 
7-9 September —_ 9.00am-4.00pm Spring 
13-14 September 8.30am-7.30pm Spring 
15 September 8.30am-3.00pm 

13-15 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring 
14 September 8.30am-5.30pm Spring 
15 September 8.30am-2.30pm 

15 September 8.30am-4.30pm Spring 
16 September 8.30am-3.30pm 

15 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring 
16 September 9.00am-4.00pm (Charity) 
20-21 September 8.30am-5.00pm Spring 
22 September 8.30am-1.00pm 
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Woodburn 


Griffith 


Grafton 
OSNSW 


Sapphire Coast 
Orchid Club 


Sutherland Shire 


Illawarra District 
OS of Canberra 
Wagga Wagga 

Camden Haven 


Eurobodalla (South West 
Region Conference & Show) 


Great Lakes 
Tweed District 


Port Macquarie 
(Orchids by the Sea) 


Species Orchid and 
Carnivorous Plant 


Newcastle 


Maroochydore 


Beaudesert District 
Orchid & Foliage 


North Brisbane 
Gold Coast 
Tully & District 


North Coast 
Nambour 


Orchid Species 


Childers & 
Isis District 


Ayre & District 
(Water Festival) 


Queensland 
Lockyer Valley 


West Moreton 


Noosa District 
Orchid & Foliage 


Eastern Districts 


West Brisbane 


Maryborough 
District 


Great Western Highway, Emu Plains 
Stockland Mall, Wetherill Park 
Manning Mall, Taree 


The Hunter at Greenfields Shopping Centre 
1 Molly Morgan Drive, East Maitland 


Lismore Central Shopping Centre, Lismore 


Toormina Gardens Shopping Centre 
Link Road, Toormina 


RSL Hall, Canterbury Street, Casino 


Uniting Church Hall, Cnr. Mona Vale Road & 
Douglas Street, St. lves 


Woodburn Memorial Hall 
Pacific Highway 
Woodburn 


Wade High School 
Poole Street, Griffith 


Grafton Shoppingworld, Grafton 


The Dome, Hall 2 and Horticulture 
Pavilion, Showgrounds, Homebush Bay 


Bega Town Hall 
Zingel Place, Bega 


Swanes Nursery 
80 Port Hacking Road, Sylvania 


Legacy House 
96 Market Street, Wollongong 


St. John’s Church Hall 
Constitution Avenue, Canberra 


Sturt Public School 
Lake Albert Road, Wagga Wagga 


Catholic Church Hall, Ocean Drive 
Laurieton, NSW 


Batemans Bay High School 
Batemans Bay 


Forster Primary School, Forster 
Club Banora, Leisure Drive, Banora Point 


High School Hall, Owen Street 
Port Macquarie 


St. Aidan’s Anglican Church Hall 
Mt. Brown Road, Dapto 


Raymond Terrace Marketplace, Raymond Terrace 


Kawana Shoppingtown, Kawana Waters 


Beaudesert Show Society 
Pavilion, Albert Street, Beaudesert 


The Auditorium 
Botanic Gardens, Mt. Coot-tha 


Treetops Shopping Plaza 
Classic Way, Burleigh Waters 


TBA 


Woombye School of Arts 
Woombye 


Auditorium 
Botanic Gardens, Mt. Coot-tha 


Isis Cultural centre 
Churchill Street, Childers 


Burdekin Centrepoint Arcade 
Queen Street, Ayr 


The Auditorium, Botanic Gardens, Mt. Coot-tha 
Cultural Centre 

Plainlands Road, Laidley 

Ipswich City Square, Brisbane Street, Ipswich 


Cooroy Memorial Hall 
Maple Street, Cooroy 


Assembly Hall, Wondall Heights 
State School 

The Auditorium, Botanic Gardens 
Mt. Coot-tha 


St. Paul’s Memorial Hall 
Maryborough 
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DATE 


TIME 


21-28 September 8.30am-5.00pm 


22-28 September 8.30am-5.00pm 


28 September 
29 September 


4-5 October 


5 October 
6 October 
7 October 


18 October 
19 October 
20 October 


Victoria 
17-19 August 


25 August 
26 August 


1 September 
2 September 


7-8 September 


8 September 
9 September 


8-9 September 


9.00am-6.00pm 
9.00am-2.00pm 


9.00am-7.00pm 
8.00am-4.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-9.00pm 
9.00am-5.30pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.00pm., 


9.30am-4.30pm 
9.30am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


9.30am-4.30pm 


SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
Spring Toowoomba St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Hall 
Phillip Street, Toowoomba 
Spring Darling Downs Centenary Heights Assembly Hall 
Orchid Assoc. Cnr. South & Ramsay Streets, Toowoomba 
Spring Glasshouse Country Community Hall 
Simpson Street, Beerwah 
Shopping Centre Hours — Spring Sunshine Coast Caloundra Sunland Shopping Centre, Caloundra 
Spring Townsville T.O.S. Hall 
Pioneer Park 
Condon 
Spring Southport & Districts Burleightown 
Market Place Shopping Centre 
West Burleigh Road, West Burleigh 
Winter OSCOV Show Collector’s Corner/Gardenworld 
Springvale Road, Keysborough 
Winter West Gippsland Yarragon Public Hall 
Orchid Club Campbell Street, Yarragon 
Spring Sale & District St. Mary’s Hall 
Orchid Club Cnr. Pearson & Macalister Streets, Sale 
Spring South Gippsland Orchid Club Town Hall, Naillieu Street, Wonthaggi 
Australian Cymbidium OS Ararat Town Hall 


9.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.00pm 


Cymbidium Festival Victoria 


15 September 
16 September 


15 September 
16 September 


9.00am-5.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


15-16 September 9.00am-4.00pm 


15-16 September 9.30am-4.30pm 


15 September 
16 September 


Ararat 
Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Randall Street, Maribyrnong 


Lucknow Hall 
Omeo Highway, Bairnsdale 


Racecourse (Members’ entrance) 

Balban Road, Werribee 

Senior Citizens hall, Cnr. Exley Drive & 
Nepean Highway, Moorabbin 

Red Cross Centre, Austin & Repat Hospital 
Heidelberg Campus, Entry Gate 7 

Bell Street, Heidelberg 


9.30am-4,30pm 
9.30am-4.00pm 


21-23 September 9.30am-4.30pm 


22 September 
23 September 


22 September 
23 September 


22 September 
23 September 


29 September 
30 September 


29 September 
30 September 


29 September 
30 September 


1-7 October 
4-6 October 


5 October 
6 October 
7 October 


6 October 
7 October 


6-7 October 


6 October 
7 October 


6 October 
7 October 


6-7 October 
6-7 October 


6 October 
7 October 


13 October 
14 October 


13 October 
14 October 


9.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-4.00pm 
10.00am-3.00pm 


10.00am-4.30pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


10.30am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


Shopping Centre Hours 
TBA 


1.00pm-5.00pm 
9.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


12 noon-5.00pm 
9.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-5.00pm 


10.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.00pm 
9.00am-4.30pm 


TBA 
9.30am-4.30pm 


10.30am-4.30pm 
11.00am-4.00pm 


10.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-4.00pm 


9.00am-5.30pm 
9.00am-4.30pm 
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Spring Maribyrnong 
Spring Bairnsdale & District 
Orchid Group 
Spring Melbourne Western 
Spring Southern Districts 
Spring The Victorian 
Orchid Hall 
Spring West Gippsland 
Orchid Club 
Spring Sunraysia Orchid Club 
Spring Berwick Orchid Club 
Spring Mid-Murray 
Spring North Eastern 
Melbourne 
Spring Maroondah 
Spring Stawell 
Spring Wangaratta 
& District 
Spring Cymbidium of Victoria 
Spring Mornington Peninsula 
Spring Bendigo 
Orchid Club 
Spring Albury Wodonga 
& District 
Spring Geelong Orchid 
& Indoor Plant Club 
Spring Gippsland 
Spring Melbourne 
Eastern 
Spring Ringwood 
Spring Warringal 
Spring Warrnambool 
District 
Spring Colac Orchid Club 
Spring Horsham & 
District Orchid Club 


Mawarra Centre 

Percy Street (off Albert Street), Warragul 
Greek Hall, Deakin Avenue, Mildura 
Senior Citizen’s Hall 

112 High Street, Berwick 

Memorial Hall 

Nolan Street, Kerang 

Bulleen Heights School 

Pleasant Road, Bulleen 

Blackburn High School 

Williams Road, Blackburn 

Town Hall 

Main Street, Stawell 

Ovens College Assembly Hall 
Greta Road, Wangaratta 

The Glen Shopping Centre 
Springvale Road, Glen Waverley 
Church Of Christ Hall 

130 Cranbourne Road, Frankston 


YMCA Leisure Centre 
Browning Street 
Kangaroo Flat 


Albury High School Assembly Hall 
Kiewa Street, Albury 

St. Mary’s Hall 

Myers Street, Geelong 


Catholic Regional College 
Kosciusko Street, Traralgon 


TAFE College 
585 Waverley Road, Glen Waverley 


Maroondah College Hall, Brentnal Road, Croydon 


St. Sara Community Hall 
212 Diamond Creek Road, Greensborough 


Warrnambool College Hall 
Grafton Road, Warrnambool 


Colac High School 
Assembly Hall, Princes Highway 


Horsham Town Hall 
76 Wilson Street, Horsham 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY 

19 October 2.00pm-5.00pm Spring Ballarat 

20 October 10.00am-5.00pm 

21 October 10.00am-4.00pm 

19 October 9.30am-4.30pm Spring West Gippsland 

20 October 9.30am-4.00pm Orchid Club 

20 October 8.00am-4.00pm Spring Cobden & 

21 October 8.30am-4.30pm District Orchid Club 

20 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Yarra Valley 

21 October 10.00am-4.00pm 

South Australia 

10-15September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Northern &Eastern 
Districts 

14 September 12 noon-4.00pm Spring Murray Bridge & Districts 

15-16 September 10.00am-4.00pm Orchid Club 

15 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Native of 

16 September 10.00am-4.00pm South Australia 

16-23 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Pt. Lincoln 
Orchid Club 

17-19 September 9.00am-5.30pm Spring Gawler Districts 

20 September 9.00am-9.00pm Orchid Clubs 

21 September 9.00am-5.30pm 

22 September 9.00am-5.00pm 

17-22 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring South Australia 
Orchidaceous 

19-21 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Whyalla Orchid Club 

22 September 11.00am-4.00pm 

24-29 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Northern & 
Eastern Districts 

Western Australia 

8 September 12 noon-4.30pm Spring Mandurah & Districts 

9 September 9.00am-4.00pm Orchid Club 

13-15 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Wanneroo 

15 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Augusta & 

16 September 10.00am-3.00pm Districts 

15 September 1.00pm-6.00pm Spring The Cymbidium Club 

16 September 9.00am-5.00pm of Western Australia 

20-22 September 8.30-6.00pm Spring Peel Region of 
Western Australia 

27 September 8.00am-9.00pm Spring Albany of 

28 September 8.00am-5.30pm Western Australia 

29 September 8.00am-1.00pm 

27-29 September 8.30am-5.30pm Spring Bunbury 


SHOW ADDRESS 


SMB Horticultural Centre 
Cnr. Gillies & Gregory Streets 
Ballarat 

Mawarra Centre 

Percy Street, Warragul 
Cobden Civic Hall 

Cobden 

Public Hall 

Warburton Highway, Seville 


BI-LO Shopping Centre 

Cnr. North East & Mullers Roads, 
Greenacres 

Town Hall 

Bridge Street, Murray Bridge 
St. Bernadettes Church Hall 
South Road, St. Marys 
Kallinyalla Nursery 

Shaen Street, Pt. Lincoln 
Elizabeth City Centre 
Elizabeth Way 

Elizabeth 


Burnside Shopping Centre, 
Burnside 


Westlands Shopping Centre 
Whyalla 


Northpark Shopping Centre 
Main North Road, Prospect 


Barragup Botanical Gardens 
Lot 3, Caponi Road, Barragup 


Warwick Grove Shopping Centre 


Cultural Hall, Wallcliffe Road 

Margaret River 

Belmont Sports & Recreation Club 

Cnr. Keane Street & Abernethy Road, Belmont 
Forum Shopping Centre 

Pinjarra Road, Mandurah 


North Road Shopping Centre 
Albany 


Bunbury Forum Shopping Centre, 
Bunbury 


Tasmania 
5 October 2.00pm-6.00pm Spring Devonport 
6 October 9.00am-6.00pm 
7 October 9.00am-5.40pm 
5 October 2.00pm-6.00pm Spring Launceston 
6 October 10.00am-6.00pm 
7 October 10.00am-4.00pm 
12 October 2.00pm-5.30pm Spring Burnie 
13 October 9.00am-5.30pm 
14 October 9.00am-4.00pm 
New Zealand 
31 August 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Whangarei 
1 September 8.00am-4.30pm 
2 September 10.00am-4.00pm 
29 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Canterbury 
30 September 9.00am-4.00pm 
29 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Waikato 
30 September 10.00am-4.00pm 
6 October 1.00pm-5.00pm Spring Nelson 
7 October 9.00am-4.00pm (Combined Nelson 
& Alpine Garden) 
13 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Capital City 
14 October 10.00am-4.00pm 
South Africa 
27-29 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Northern Transvaal 
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Maidstone Park Memorial Hall 
Spreyton 


Inveresk Tram Shed 
Inveresk 


Burnie Civic Centre 
(off Jones Street) 
Burnie 


Forum North 
Whangarie 


Horticultural Centre, South Hagley Park 
Riccarton Avenue, Christchurch 


Hamilton Gardens Pavilion 
Cobham Drive, Hamilton 
Hope Hall 

Main Road 

Hope 

TBA 

Wellington 


TBA 
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LOOKING BACK 


Or the war was over, the A.O.R. began to 
regain its peace-time make-up with volume 
11 in 1946. The last of the bad news was the 
report of the death of Queensland member Phil 
Levey killed in a Halifax bomber. (I know three 
living orchid fanciers who flew Lancasters — is 
there a connection here?) Good news took over, 
such as the release from army service of Dr. E. 
Soysa who put Sri Lanka on the orchid map with 
his editorship of Orchidologia Zeylanica. 

Another sign of a return to normal was the 
statement by the Hon. Secretary of the Orchid 
Society of N.S.W. that he had been officially 
advised that import applications “for limited 
quantities or orchids from U.K. would be 
favourably considered”. The September 1946 
issue saw the return of the colour plate on the 
front cover, while the number of pages increased 
from 20 to 24 in the December 1945 issue, and 
further to 28 in June 1946. An abundance of 
articles soon used up the extra space. 

Writing from Manila as R.S. Davis Major 
A.C. (U.S. Army), Reg Davis was one who 
helped fill these pages. Of the three articles he 
contributed during 1946, the first dealt with 
climatic conditions encountered by orchid grow- 
ers in U.S.A. In extremely cold areas various 
devices are utilised to heat or shelter the plants, 


Fifty-five Years Ago 


among them the Wardian Case, which is useful 
also in small areas such as flats or units. In a 
second article he gave ideas for construction of a 
Wardian Case, and of the climate control acces- 
sories which may be incorporated. His third 
article requested further information regarding 
orchid botany from the Rev. Rupp, whose article 
“What is an Orchid?” had appeared in a previous 
issue. How often had readers had this question 
put to them? If coming from a layman, it can be 
difficult to answer without going into consider- 
able botanical detail, for we “just know this is an 
orchid”. 

The June issue carried a feature on The Orchid 
Club of South Australia by the President Frank 
H. DeRose. Formed in July 1939, the Club had 
suffered from wartime exigencies, but revived 
post-war. The same issue had an editorial associ- 
ate from South Australia added to the A.O.R. 
personnel, while the September issue had the 
Club’s details added to those of the three main- 
land eastern States. 

While orchid shows continued during the war, 
they were of necessity constrained by wartime 
restrictions. Nevertheless they were all success- 
ful in raising money for various patriotic funds. 
The Annual Report of the Queensland Orchid 
Society (year ended 31.12.1945) discloses that 


Y 
12 Eddystone Road, Bexley NSW 2207. Telephone: (02) 9150 7985 


Call in and inspect a large variety of orchids suitable for Shade and Glasshouse 


We carry stocks of: 


+ Campbell Fertiliser +* Pine Bark 
+ Ready mixed Compost * Fresh 
Soneontin Moss, in large and small quanti- 


ties + Water Breakers 


+ Misting Nozzles — Extension Handles 


Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 
SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 
Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 
Delivery Skyroad door to door. 
Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 
PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 
website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 
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NOW AVAILABLE!! 


Frank Slattery’s Story 


“The Blooming Years” 


Soft Cover $30 
Hard Cover $40 


SHADE CLOTH 


the sum of $592.50 was distributed thus — no 
mean sum at that time. In 1946 orchid shows 
were booming. The Orchid Club of South 
Australia reported that its first Orchid Exhibition 
attracted more than 4000 paying visitors. 
Sydney’s Western Suburbs Orchid Society’s 
Second Annual Show, while featuring predomi- 
nantly cymbidiums, included cattleyas, dendro- 
biums and Australian natives. 

The 1946 Annual Spring Exhibition of the 
Orchid Society of New South Wales was praised 
by the A.O.R. Editor W. Worth as “the biggest 
and most attractive that has been held in 
Sydney”. While cymbidiums outnumbered other 
genera (some old favourites here), dendrobiums, 
lycastes and cattleyas were well represented. 

In a previous note in this series (Vol. 63(1), 
February/March 1998), I asked for information 
about two exhibition trophies donated to the 
Orchid Society of New Wales by Sanders. The 
Society has the silver bowl, which is insured for 
$10,000 and kept in a bank vault. I am indebted 
to Lou and Malveen Sasso for this information. 

The John Bisset Show, an annual event, was 
held in Sydney at Mark Foy’s Empress Room in 
September. $600 in prizes was offered, and 23 
sections were judged. The champion Cymbidium 
was C. X Swallow, and the champion 
Dendrobium, D. X Gatton Monarch, both still 
good orchids which can sometimes be seen in 
collections of mature growers. | 
Len Lawler, P.O. Box 659, Tolga 4882 


BEENAK 
Cool growing ‘e) 


orchids: Cyms., Odonts. 


Masdevallias, Zygos., 
natives etc. 


Send stamp for Mail 
Order catalogue today 


19 Hackett Cr. Rd. 
Three Bridges 3797 
Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 


email:mtbeenak@valylink.net.au 


Nursery accredited for interstate 
quarantine requirements. 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 


1830mm 3660mm 
U F perm per 50m roll perm per 50m roll 
TOP Q TEED 30% (v/light) GREEN $5.25 $245 $10.50 $490 
ARAN Ss 50% (light) GREEN, BLACK $4.50 $200 $9.00 $400 
G ORDER 70% (medium) GREEN, BLACK $4.95 $235 $9.95 $470 
SMALL OBLEM 80% (heavy) GREEN, BLACK $6.00 $275 $12.00 $550 
PR per 30m roll per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $410 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $181.50 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3) and 
1830mm (6’) wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 
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NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 
ALL CREDIT eae WELCOME 


Country Orders Welcome. 
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aes Pe 
Caboolture Orchid Society Inc., Bribie Island Orchid Society Inc., 
and Glasshouse Country Orchid Society Inc. on behalf of The Sub 
Tropical Orchid Council of Queensland are proud to host the: 


MOUNTAINS TO COAST ORCHID 
EXPO 2002 


Memorial Hall, 


King Street, Caboolture 
7th 8th 9th and 10th June, 2002 


The Expo will feature a display of beautiful orchids, table displays, 
floral art display and sales, and an orchid photographic competition. 
There will be plant sales by some of Australia’s leading Orchid 
Nurseries and numerous commercial sites. A full lecture programme 
will run over the three days and also a Judges Seminar, open to all. 
Light refreshements will be available at the Expo. 


A full weekend of events is planned for the registrants including a 
wine and cheese tasting evening, a presentation dinner, and a bus tour 
to various locations in the area. 


For further information contact the Secretary: Carol Button on 
07 3888 1790 or PO Box 16, Burpengary, Qld. 4505. 
Email: geobut@bigpond.com 


AORO60 


PO Box 583 
Bulimba 4171 

Nureery situated at 

29 Darling Street (East) 
bi). Gt praronrtocwoomba 

; one 

PRON #6020 Fax 07 4630 1102 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


as 


Weekly Internet Orchid Auction 


of Quality Aussie Dendrobes & Sarcochilus, 
We have created "Lots" containing selected top quality orchids 
Prices of each "Lot" start at 10% off catalogue list price 
then discounted by an additional 10% each Saturday until that "Lot" is sold 
up to 40% ... 50%... 60%... even up to 70% off |! 
Visit our Web site for full details and lists of available plants to be Auctioned 


Join us in Toowoomba on the First Saturday Morning of each month for our 
‘OPEN HOUSE’. We are also 'Open by Appointment’ Phone us! 


Asef. A fsa o ving colon 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Cattleyas 


Winter is still with us. Unless you have a 
heated glass house or live north of Coffs har- 
bour our poor cattleyas put on a survival act. 
The idea is to keep your plants as dry as pos- 
sible — water only on sunny morning and give 
them plenty of light. if you have winter flow- 
ering clones, the idea is when the buds leave 
the sheaf, bring the plants into your house and 
leave them to flower in a nice sunny airy spot 
in your house. here they should flower to per- 
fection. Don’t forget to water them as they can 
dry out very quickly inside the house. 

It is still too early to start any dividing or 
potting on. Wait until the weather warms up a 
little. Watch for garlic snails. If present, a dab 
of DEADLINe™ around the rim of the pot 
works wonders. 

If aphids come in spray with CONFIDOR® 
Scale insects can be controlled with ECO- 
OIL®. 

In the last issue it was mentioned that 
WUXAL® was now available. Yes it is — but 
only in 20 litre containers. Oo 


Cymbidiums 

How we all like spring! Beautiful flowers — 
Orchid Shows everywhere. Weekends taken 
up going around the shows to see what 
seedlings are in bloom. Yes, spring is a great 
time for cymbidium growers. For some the 
season will stretch into October, but alas, one 
hot day — thrip invasion and the season is over 
till next year! 

By now you should be organising your 
compost for the seasons repotting. Many 
growers just use a quality bark such as 
DEBCO or ORCHID CARE SERVICES. This 
makes life easy — no mixing no mess. Some 
like to add a little something to it such as peat 
moss — perlite — rice hulls or a little sand. Most 
of these ingredients are added to assist 
drainage or to assist the media to hold a little 
extra moisture. 

If you mix your own you should do it soon. 
Purchase a cubic metre of untreated pine bark 
— lay on a slab of concrete. To add 5kg 
dolomite, 1kg superfine superphosphate, 1kg 
C-A-N, 250gm of mixed trace elements 
(MICROMAX). Mix thoroughly, damp down, 
turn every three or four weeks. At the final 
turn you could add 4kg of TERRA FIRMA‘s 
ORGANIC LIFE pellets. After six to eight 
weeks it is ready to use. 

Once you have enjoyed your beautiful 
flowers for a couple of weeks it will be time to 
break off the raceme approx. 50mm from the 
bulb. You can then place your flowers in a 
vase and enjoy them in the hose. Leave plants 
a couple of weeks — then you can divide your 
plants. 

Make sure you keep your plants in at least 
three or four bulb divisions. Seal all cuts with 
Steri PRUNE®. Very very important, make 
sure you sterilize your cutting implements in 
STERRI KLEEN®. 

Inspect for disease — virus and pests before 
potting. Water well. Drench with AUXI- 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


NONE® weekly. After the plants have settle 
down you can fertilise weekly with MERRI- 
FERT. 

Those plants still in bloom — water weekly 
— check for aphids and start to increase your 
shading. If you are still having a problem with 
mice and rats eating the pollen caps place a 
few pellets of STORM® around the glass 
house in pieces of 100mm rigid poly pipe (be 
cunning!!!), 

A little bird whispered in my ear that by the 
time you read these notes the wonder fungi- 
cide BANROT® will be available to control 
all of your root and bulb rots. More in the next 
issue of your favourite journal. a 


Natives 


This is the time that native orchid growers 
eagerly await as most natives bloom in early 
spring when the temperature begins to rise. 
First there will be just a few such as 
Dendrobium tetragonum and Dockrillia 
teretifolia then the rest of the cool growers fol- 
low over the next month or so, dendrobiums 
first and then the Sarcanthinae. This short 
flowering time results in a burst of activity 
amongst growers and the rash of annual spring 
shows. 

If you are benching plants there are a few 
things to do before you leave home to give 
yourself some free time to check out everyone 
elses’ plants and try to guess which the judges 
will pick. You’ve been pampering your plants 
all winter so they should be in top condition — 
nice and clean with all dead growths and 
leaves removed and definitely no embarrass- 
ing, freeloading wildlife! Get hold of the show 
schedule as early as possible and work out 
which plants you are going to enter and what 
section to put them in. Write out the list and 
take it with you to help avoid confusion in the 
frenzy of setting up the show. Keep it with you 
so you can be sure to take home all your 
plants. At pack-up time many plants look the 
same. See what arrangements are made for 
watering during the show but no matter what, 
be sure to give your plants a good soak the day 
before. They will be moist but not wet enough 
to soak the immaculate covering on the show 
bench! Mounted and very small plants will 
probably need some misting if the environ- 
ment is hot or dry or it is a long show. 

The real reason you want to dump your 
plants on the show benches as quickly as pos- 
sible is to beat everyone else to the treasures 
on the sale table. Or, with that list you have, 
you could do the sale table first and leave the 
benching until later! There will be seedlings 
and flasks of the latest crosses for sale, and no 
doubt some bigger plants that are just totally 
different to anything else you own. Get a box- 
ful put aside and head off to look at the show 
while you think about where you are going to 
put the newcomers when you get home. 

To make room for the new plants some 
culling will probably be necessary because not 
many have room to spare. Go over your 
seedlings carefully and look for any that are 
not up to scratch. Dump them in the bin, not 


on the next available sale table. When you 
need to make the hard decisions as to what to 
keep and what to get rid of the following may 
make things a bit easier. Are there seedlings 
that didn’t flower although they are getting 
quite a good size? Check their parentage as 
some with D. speciosum as a parent can be 
very slow to get going. Did others from the 
same flask bloom? is the plant in a shady spot 
or did snails eat the flowers? 

Are those that flowered worth their bench 
space? Have a good look at the colour. Is it 
clean and attractive or insipid and smudgy? 
Do the flowers open well? (But keep in mind 
that a sudden cold change can stop flowers 
opening fully — particularly D. speciosum and 
relatives.) Are there enough flowers? You will 
have to check the parentage for this one. A 
good dose of D. speciosum or D. falcorostrum 
should produce a good raceme full of lowers. 
Many native orchids flower from older 
pseudobulbs (D. kingianum, D. gracilicaule) 
but others tend to produce from only the new 
growths, D. monophyllym. Many species only 
produce a couple of flowers on each raceme, 
D. fleckeri. Do the racemes display the flow- 
ers well (assuming they haven’t been tangled 
up in the leaves). They should be either 
upright or pleasantly arching; and do the indi- 
vidual flowers sit up well or must they be 
viewed from underneath. 

There are only a few reasons to keep plants 
with inferior blooms. Plants with sentimental 
value or ones that are historically important 
such as divisions of a wild plant whose exact 
origin is known maybe worth looking after to 
preserve genetic diversity. A specimen plant 
may get away with slightly lower flower qual- 
ity if it makes up for it in growth habit and 
smothers itself in long-lasting flowers. There 
us no reason to care for and give valuable 
bench space to poor quality hybrids. 

With all those blooms about and healthy 
bottles of last year’s seedlings the temptation 
to get out a toothpick is very strong. Before 
you start crossing everything in bloom there 
are a few things to consider. First, if you do get 
pods who is going to flask the seed and do they 
prefer it green or dry? Have a collection of 
labels ready and use a UV stable, waterproof 
pen. Bread tags are great as they slip over the 
ovary and have enough room for a cod num- 
ber, which means you need a book to keep the 
details of the parents. Check the quality of you 
prospective parents using the same criteria as 
for culling. Unless you have a spectacular 
seedling that you are willing to risk sacrifice 
in the race to the next generation, stick to 
stronger, established plants to hold the pods 
and use the pollen from seedlings. Raising 
your own babies to flowering is wonderful — 
but you don’t want to risk disappointment. 

If you can’t get to a show make your own 
indoors so you can enjoy your special plants. 
Build a display in a big water tray with a layer 
of gravel in it. The gravel holds water without 
the potting media becoming waterlogged and 
it helps to keep humidity levels up. Don’t put 
your display in a sunny window where the 
plants will get scorched but don’t leave them 
sitting in the deepest dark corner for a couple 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2001 


of weeks either. While orchids don’t produce 
freely floating pollen to upset allergy sufferers 
some, such as D. falcorostrum have an over- 
powering perfume which is particularly strong 
in the morning. 

Once the show is over and your plants come 
home they might need a bit of extra care if 
they’ve been in an air-conditions shopping 
centre for a week. Water them well and keep 
them away from really bright sunny places for 
a couple of weeks. The begin late spring care 
— start to fertilise and get ready to repot. 

So for now show off your plants, join the 
crowds admiring the latest batch of new 
blooms and enjoying the unmistakable blend- 
ing of perfume from native orchids and be sure 
to have plenty of new pots and media ready to 
start work. | 


Paphiopedilum 

Routine culture during late winter is much 
h the same as for the previous few months. 
Plants should be watered only when moder- 
ately dry and given some weak Aquasol 
immediately after every third or fourth water- 
ing. Watch the weather — the westerly winds 
which characterise this time of the year can 
dry plants out quite quickly. Watering is best 
done during early morning. 

Paphiopedilums benefit greatly from 
annual repotting. The slight shock of repotting 
encourages the growth of a new crop of roots 
which may otherwise not appear. The best 
time for repotting is from mid-September until 
late November. 

The potting mix should be prepared a few 
weeks before use; this allows the bark to begin 
breaking down — a condition which your 
paphs, will appreciate. 

Whilst paphs can be grown successfully in 
a variety of materials, I have had great results 
using mixtures based on bark. A very good 
mixture consists of the following: 

Pine Bark (approx. 5-10mm) ......... 80% 


Charcoal (approx. 5-10mm) ........... 20% © 
Add to this: 

Sel Grit (granular limestone) 

or bird grade shell grit ..............e 2% 

Hoof and Horn Meal (or, at a pinch, 

Blood and Bone) .........cseceeeeseeeeeeseeee 1% 


Wet the bark and charcoal with normal 
strength Aquasol, add the other ingredients 
and mix thoroughly. The mixture should be 
kept damp (use water from here on) until 
ready for use and must be used fairly wet. If 


‘you cannot store the mixture in an area free 


from earthworms and other vermin, it may be 
better stored in open plastic bags. if available, 
about 10% coarse river gravel can be added; 
the weight of this helps prevent the pots from 
tipping over. 

If you have only a few plants, or all this 
sounds like too much trouble, your local 
orchid nurser may be able to supply a similar 
mixture. When buying potting mixtures 
always make sure they do contain plenty of 
nitrogenous fertiliser (have a good sniff) as 
bark alone contains very little that the plants 
can feed on. 

Squat plastic pots are the most suitable for 
Paphiopedilums, particularly those with 
domed bottoms and plenty of drainage holes — 
not only for drainage but for aeration. A pot 
should be chosen which will comfortably hold 
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PHONE: 0412 391 989 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


Cym. WHITE VALLEY ‘BECKY’ 
A.M.7O.S.C.0.V. AND A.O.C. 


Grand Champion 1999 National Cymbidium Show 


* Large plant of 2 bulbs and lead Mericlones for $30 each or 2 plants for $50. 
* Advanced first bulb mericlones @ $10 each or 2 for $17, 3 for $24, 5 for $35. 
OR SR ok Sk ok ok 


Large flowering size seedlings ex 6”-7” pots to flower in 2002 @ $15 each. 
or 12 for $140 (plus postage and handling). 
1339 Choc Valley, T330 Strath Beauty, T325 Strath Surprise, 
1329 Strath Wonder x Chocolada ‘The Giant’, 
1338 Mary Ann x Chocolada ‘The Giant’, T324 Chocarunta, 
1322 Inferno x Choc ‘April’. 
Cash with order please. (Discounts apply to large orders.) (Freight Extra.) 


* NEW 2000/2001 SEEDLING FLASK LIST NOW AVAILABLE 
* SEND S.A.E. FOR YOUR COPY 


R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at Lot 25 Heinjus Road, Strathalbyn. S.A. 5255 


*** Open Weekends from June 1st to the end of October, 10.00am- 5.00pm *** 
Telephone: 0412 391 989 ¢ E-Mail: wthomas@camtech.net.au * www.adelaide.net.au/~wthomas/ 


L.MAYER 


the House 


AOR182 


of 
Phalaenopsis 
Oe) 56 Wood Street, 
best Phas Ph (Steen 
from: : after spm t 
me i us at... 
TAIWAN Cattleya Alliance and 
GERMANY Stanhopeas SOLIS esta EIN 
(the ee ney Greer collection) Melbourne Orchid Fair — Aug 17-19 
also 
Flasks now available 


St. Ives Orchid Fair — Aug 17-19 


AOR 046 


Full price list available on request. 


Cedarvale 
Orchids 


Koss and Rhonda Harvey 
Specialist breeders of cool growing 
Australian Natives and Hybrids 
Send S.A.E. for our current listing 
Mail orders our specialty 
Phone prior to visiting 


16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 


Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


Mt. Penang Floral Festival — Sep 6-9 
Gardening Australia Live — Sep 20-23 | 


Sydney International Orchid Fair — 
Castle Hill — Oct 12-19 


Or visit the nursery at... 


inonee Onchide | 


768 Tinonee Road, 
Tinonee NSW 2430 
Phone/Fax (02) 6553 1012 
| Email: clement@tpg.com.au | 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


the roots. The plant should be potted firmly 


with its base about 12mm below the surface. 
If the plant is wobbly, stake it. Do not use 
Osmocote or the like on Paphiopedilums. 

When dividing paphiopedilums I always 
try to leave two flowered growths plus what- 
ever newer growths are ahead of these. The 
older flowered growth can be “back cut” and 
left in the pot during January. 

Newly repotted plants are simply placed on 
the bench and watered and fertilised as before. 
The plants do not need to be widely spaced. 
Incidentally, open benching (say 
3 x 1 Weldmesh) is far preferable and gives 
much better results than the solid benching 
once favoured. | 


Phalaenopsis 


Watering:— Water only in mornings every 3 
days. Mist foliage on hot windy days. Increase 
watering if weather starts to heat up. Do not 
leave water in crown of plants. Water floor to 
keep up humidity if necessary. 
Light:— Leave shade at 70% until weather 
Starts to warm up, then increase to 90%. 
Fertiliser:— _ Fertilise fortnightly 
Campbells A, Aqua-K or Phostrogen. 
Pest Control:— Continue to fungicide every 6 
weeks. Use Diazanon, Malathion or 
Pyrethrum to control scale and insect pests. 
Keep a close watch for mites and treat with 
a miticide as necessary. 
General:— Plants should be in full bloom dur- 
ing these months. Remember to stake the 
spikes for best displays. Do not spray flowers 
with water or fungicides and keep under cover 
as much as possible to avoid spotting. a 


using 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Water well in the mornings every 
2 or 3 days. Avoid watering on cold or bleak 
days. Root systems should be kept moist and 
may require misting on dry, windy days par- 
ticularly if hanging on wires only or potted in 
bare baskets or pots. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas 
need 50% shade. Outside vandas need very lit- 
tle cover at this time of year. 

Fertiliser:— Fertilise once per fortnight during 
August using a low nitrogen fertiliser. 

Increase to weekly during September, 
changing to a high nitrogen fertiliser and alter- 
nating over a 4 weekly period:— 

Wk. 1. Inorganic high nitrogen — 
Campbells B, Aqua-feed or Aquasol. 

Wk. 2. Foliar/Trace elements — Wuxall. 

Wk. 3. Inorganic high nitrogen — as for 
week 1. 

Wk. 4. Organic — Fish emulsion or Nitrosol. 
Pest Control:— Continue to fungicide every 6 
weeks. (e.g. Daconil, Mancozeb, Wettable 
Sulphur or Ridomil MZ WP). 

Spray with Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum 
if signs of insect damage or scale. 

Watch for mites and treat as necessary. 

If you use Wettable Sulphur as a fungicide it is 
also a good miticide. | 
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Editor’s Report 


Amer with more than a passing inter- 
est in Cymbidium orchids would prob- 
ably agree that Australia has produced a 
number of outstanding hybridists and con- 
tinues to do so today. While Cymbidiums 
Australia has always endeavoured to bring 
you the latest in Cymbidium developments 
from around the world, but especially from 
within our own country, the emphasis has 
probably been on the work undertaken by 
the more prominent commercial hybridists 
and nursery persons. 


On occasion in the past Dean had been 
able to publish the experiences of some 
essentially amateur hybridists, but I can’t 
help but think that those infrequent and 
interesting articles may be only the tip of 
the iceberg. Just how many amateur 
hybridists there might be working away in 
relative obscurity, their efforts known only 
to a few friends or fellow orchid club mem- 
bers, is anyone’s guess and perhaps it’s 
time we made an effort to find out. 

I’m sure it would be a worthwhile exer- 
cise as it is often the case that the amateur 
(for want of a better word) can choose to 
follow paths that are less well trodden with 
regard to their breeding aims. The possibil- 
ity of exploring ideas and breeding lines 
which commercial hybridists would have 
to leave untried due to economic con- 
straints is quite intriguing, particularly if 
some of the excellent results I’ve seen from 
crosses made by knowledgeable and expe- 
rienced growers using an informed 


“serendipity” method are anything to go 
by. 

The Show Schedule for the Australian 
Cymbidium Orchid Festival to be held at 
Ararat on the 8th and 9th of September 
appears in this issue (along with the details 
for booking your seat at the annual din- 
ner/dance for an evening of good food and 
good fun), and David Allen invites you to 
contact him for any further information 
you may require about this event. 

Also in this issue we have, from across 
the Tasman Sea and for your reading plea- 
sure, Part One of Ray Dix’s thoughts and 
experiences on his efforts at breeding for 
good red standard cymbidiums. Bill 
Johnson brings you a profile of Cym. 
Stanley Fouraker and his observations of 
the influence this orchid has had on its 
progeny. John Seidel presents the Tom 
Burian Orchids “Six Pack” of seedlings 
with potential, most of them flowering for 
the first time in 2000. Nev Douglas’s arti- 
cle on growing cymbidiums in Queensland 
gives an insight into how the boys tackle 
their culture in the Toowoomba environ- 
ment. Garden City Plastics, who are assist- 
ing with sponsorship of the National 
Cymbidium Orchid Show being held at 
Dural in New South Wales this year tell us 
a little bit about themselves, and, Dean 
Roesler provides a look at some of the 
highlights of the Cymbidium Club of South 
Australia’s annual Winter Show held 
recently in Adelaide. B 

Noe Smith 
Editor 


Editorial Panel 


Dean Roesler 
Lot 14 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 


Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


Rob Smith 

24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


HOW TO JOIN A 
CYMBIDIUM CLUB 
IN YOUR STATE 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 

Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, Sydney, N.S.W. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, William Jablonski, 
Orchidland Nursery,7 Nicholli Place, 
Kenthurst, N.S.W. 2156 
Phone: (02) 9654 9464, 

AH (02) 9654 8189 
President, Greg Bryant, 

Phone: (02) 9668 9374 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Masonic Hall, Fisher Street, 
Burnside, Adelaide, S.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Yvonne Longbottom, 

12 Joanne Terrace, 

Parafield Gardens S.A. 5107 
Phone: (08) 8258 3435 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


THE CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: The Light Car Club Hall, 
Moojebing, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

18 Delbridge Drive, Kenwick, WA 6107 
Phone: (08) 9459 7709 
President, Christine Jamieson 
Phone: (08) 9249 1648 
Email: cz85jac@ozemail.com.au 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 

Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 

Phone: (03) 9725 7513 
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Seeing Red 


Red is the colour of passion, a colour of 
action, a colour that has a marked effect on 
senses. You see red and you see anger, or 
are inspired to act, there is an inner stir- 
ring, a passion. Unfortunately it is a colour 
that for many years has eluded hybridisers 


Cym. Yowie Flame ‘Tikitere’ 


Part 1 
Text and photography by Ray Dix 


of cymbidiums. Fortunately some results 
are now coming through from recent 
breeding for red cymbidiums that show a 
distinct improvement over the rather 
dowdy brown/red colour that has previ- 
ously dominated. Perhaps I do a disservice 
to earlier hybridisers with this statement 


Cym. Hot Spring ‘Mt Albert’ 
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because there have been some good early 
red coloured hybrids but in the main they 
have been lacking in other attributes that 
we regard as essential to a modern day 
standard Cymbidium. This quest concen- 
trates on standard cymbidiums because I 
regard these as the heavyweights of show 
and cut flower cymbidiums. Not for me, 
the miniatures, or novelties, or intermedi- 
ates. In the barbaric sport of boxing most 
attention is focused on the power and 
excitement and impact of the heavy- 
weights. So it is for standard cymbidiums 
and to complete the impact of good red 
colour we expect the plant also to have 
good form, reasonable size, good spike 
habit including presentation of flowers, 
and have ease of flowering that is not over- 
powered by foliage. 


Andy Easton 


There are a number of contemporary 
hybridisers who are having success in 
improving the bank of red standard cym- 
bidiums and we will work through these 
and discuss what I consider to be their best 
results. The list is not exhaustive since I 
can only debate those hybridisers and 
crosses with which I am familiar. The 
colossus of Cymbidium breeding is Andy 
Easton who works with the whole range of 
colour. Amongst all his many successes 
there are also a few reds. Cym. James Toya 
(Red Beauty x Yowie Flame) has produced 
cultivars with good colour such as 
‘Geyserland’ and ‘Velvet Fire’, both 
awarded B/CSA, ‘Wiri’ and ‘The Globe’. 
“Wiri’, a cultivar that I own, has a bright 
tone of red, has a strong spike, carries up 
to eighteen flowers to the spike, and is free 
flowering. For these reasons I have used it 
in my own breeding programme with 
encouraging results starting to come 
through. The Cym. Red Beauty used was 
‘Carmen’ which has paler areas in the cen- 
tre of petals, a characteristic that has been 
passed on in some progeny I have seen. It 
is a not unattractive feature. Andy made a 
cross of Cym. Yowie Flame by selfing 
Cym. Yowie Flame ‘Geyserland’ 4n 
(Tapestry x Sensation). Two cultivars of 
this are “Tikitere’ and ‘Wiri’ and both have 
more intense and brighter red than has 
‘Geyserland’. ‘Wiri’ has smaller flowers 
than ‘Tikitere’ but does, however, carry 
more to the stem. Both have been used in 
my breeding program with results yet to be 
seen. Cym. Western Beauty ‘Amazon’ 
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(Red Beauty x James Wattie) is also a 
bright red and this cultivar has an added 
bonus of being quite large at 120mm 
across when carrying twelve flowers. I 
have tried this as a parent but most times 
pods have failed to mature although hope 
springs eternal and a good sized pod is 
hanging on this year so far. Other cultivars 
of Cym. Western Beauty I have grown 
have not shown much vigour and have not 
had the brightness of colour that ‘Amazon’ 
has. Cym. Red Sox (Cabernet x Yowie 
Flame) has produced a number of satu- 
rated reds that seem to have potential as 
parents for good red coloured flowers. 
However, I am not aware of any crosses 
made and clones that I have flowered have 
fallen short of criteria for my own use. 
Andy rates Cym. James Tee Kirk 
‘Geyserland’ (Claude Pepper x Yowie 
Flame) highly and no wonder. It has good 
genes for quality colour and form. 


Loren Batchman 


Loren Batchman of Casa de las 
Orquideas has placed a lot of effort and 
enthusiasm into breeding colour into cym- 
bidiums and is getting good results with 
reds. A plant breeders award (AQ/AOS) 
went to him from the American Orchid 
Society in 1996 for his cross Cym. Fire 
Storm (Hot Line x Red Beauty). It is a 
diploid cross but some have turned out to 
be chance tetraploids. However, I under- 
stand that the cross has not yet proved to 
be fertile for further breeding. Best for 
colour with brightness that I have seen is 
‘Royalty’, which has been awarded an 
AM/AOS, but there are many cultivars of 
note. Cym. Ruby Girl ‘Bright Eyes’ (Dear 
Karen x Hot Line), a small standard with 
Cym. pumilum in the lineage, has strong 
colour and a great contrasting lip and has 
been awarded a B/CSA and HCC/AOS. Cym. Hot Spring ‘023/4' 
Loren has built up a number of well proven 
parents, for example, Cym. Claude Pepper 
‘Buckland’s Beach’ and ‘Dragon’s 
Blood’, Cym. Red Beauty ‘Prins’ 
Frederika’ 2n, Cym. Hot Line ‘Solana 
Beach’ 2n, and is beginning to reap the 
results of experience in matching traits in 
reds to get the best results. 


Gray and Reid 


Alan Gray and the late Ian Reid have 
always bred for colour and have had good 
results for reds. Cym. Musita Flame 
(Musita x Yowie Flame), Cym. Vienetta 
Flame (Vienetta x Yowie Flame), Cym. 
Vienetta Beauty (Vienetta x Sensation), 
and Cym. Night Porter (Fusilier x Yowie 
Flame) are good examples. The Cym. 
Yowie Flame used in all these was ‘Purple 
Haze’ 4n, a clone they took great stock by. 
As the cultivar name suggests it has blue 
toning and quite often takes this through to Cym. Hot Spring ‘022/7’ 
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Cym. Hot Spring ‘014/7’ 


its progeny. It is marked in Cym. Musita 
Flame which having Cym. Musita ‘Pinkie’ 
(Remus x Profita) as the other parent has 
produced mostly reds of a paler colour, or 
perhaps better described as dark pinks 
with a purple tone. I believe this should be 
a very good grex to be included in further 
breeding for reds. The bad news is, I do not 
have a piece of it. Cym. Night Porter ‘Glen 
Avon’ (Fusilier x Yowie Flame) which 


recently received an AM/OCNZ also has 
high red colour and I believe ‘Purple 
Haze’ was again used in this. 


Norm Porter 


Norm Porter has been a prolific breeder 
of cymbidiums for many years and two 
examples that have interested me are Cym. 
Red Dream ‘Waikanae’ (Tapestry x 
Sleeping Dream), a deep red of somewhat 


Cym. Hot Spring ‘Jessica’ 
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square cupped form and having a strong 


spike, and Cym. Sleeping Carmen ‘Rose 
Dream’ (Sleeping Dream x Red Beauty), 
not quite a red but then not a pink either, an 
unusual colour. Flowers are presented well 
on strong arching spikes, it flowers readily, 
and it has an interesting lip, different to 
many reds that have a solid bar. I have used 
both of these in my own breeding pro- 
gramme. Other plants used by Norm in his 
breeding for reds have been Cym. Yowie 
Flame ‘Waikanae’ 4n, Cym. Sensation 
‘Aminya’ 4n, and Cym. Red Beauty 
‘Nettie’ 4n. 


Gallup and Stribling 


Gallup and Stribling, the large producers 
of cut flower cymbidiums in California are 
not known primarily for red Cymbidium 
breeding. However, at the Santa Barbara 
show in 2000 they exhibited a new cross 
Cym. (Mighty Sunset x Pontac) which I 
thought has further potential in red lines. 
Some of them were towards orange in 
colour but there were also reds, the best 
being ‘Kellene’s Dance’ and ‘Desmond’s 
Ruby’, both awarded B/CSA. 


Eric Young Orchid Foundation 


Cym. Pontac (Memoria Doctor Borg x 
Hamsey) was hybridised by that other 
colossus of cymbidium hybridising, Alan 
Moon, Curator of the Eric Young Orchid 
Foundation. Alan is inclined to breed for 
large size to attract awards. The Cym. 
Pontac cross has a number of cultivars that 
are above average in size for red standard 
cymbidiums which are generally smaller 
than are cymbidiums of other colours. For 
the Gallup and Stribling cross I understand 
that ‘Trinity’, quite the brightest of the Cym. 
Pontacs, was used, many others are inclined 
to be brownish reds. Alan has made a sib- 
ling Cym. Pontac crossing that has intensi- 
fied the colour successfully using ‘Gorey’, 
a deep brownish red, and ‘Mont Millais’, a 
much lighter red. An example of this cross 
is Cym. Pontac ‘Rozel’ Another cross made 
at the Eric Young Orchid Foundation pro- 
ducing some pale reds has been Cym. 
Maufant (Red Beauty x Thurso). The culti- 
var “Santa Barbara’ was Grand Champion 
at Santa Barbara in 1997 and is a clone that 
would surely be worth continuing with for 
red breeding. Alan has a high regard for his 
hybrid Cym. Beauport (Bellozanne x Red 
Beauty) which has produced large tough 
colourful flowers. The key to this he con- 
siders are the parents of Cym. Bellozanne 
which are Cym. Lilliana 4n and Cym. Vieux 
Rose. 


Bryant’s Orchids 

I am not so familiar with hybrids made 
in Australia other than those I have seen in 
the Australian Orchid Review. Bryants 
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Orchids are noted for the work they have 
done to produce Cym. Yowie Rose 
(Lancashire Rose x Terama), Cym. Khan 
Flame (Cronulla x Yowie Flame), Cym. 
Blazing Fury (Yowie Flame x Lancashire 
Rose), and I was impressed with the cross 
Cym. (Sylvan Star x Yowie Pepper) as a 
pick from Greg Bryant’s choice of his six 
best flowered in 2000. 

These are just some of the good red 
standard cymbidiums of recent years bred 
by successful hybridisers. But wait, there’s 
more. I come to my own attempts to breed 
red cymbidiums and discuss reasons for 
making them and thoughts on hybridising. 


My Start 

I started in 1985 with a white cross and 
two reds and followed up in the next year 
with four reds. The white has been reason- 
ably successful but the reds were dismal 
and lacked vigour with very few making it 
as far as flowering. Parents used may have 
been at fault but I think the problem was at 
least partially through the flasking labora- 
tory used. Since 1989 when my next 
crosses were made I have used a reputable 
flasking laboratory and flasks since 
received have been much improved. As I 
have indicated my interest is mainly in red 
standard cymbidiums. I just like the 
colour, and it is standard cymbidiums for 
me as the show orchid above all. It is also 
the Cymbidium that has most need for 
improvement in quality of colour and form 
to match the standard reached in other 
colours. I am a hobby grower with the 
usual limitation of space and time. Most 
years I can always find a desperate need to 
make about ten crosses. More often than 
not I deflask 100 plants from each cross 
and at subsequent repotting cull out any 
poor growers. Even so there remain suffi- 
cient plants that grow to flowering stage to 
make this a full time retirement pastime 
and interest. Plants that bear poor flowers 
that do not deserve continuation go on the 
heap to be grazed by sheep and what they 
leave are burnt. Flowers that deserve life 
are exhibited, or passed on, or sold. The 
turnover of orchids never quite matches so 
each year I pot on until space is used up 
and there are always some plants that are 
held back. Not the best situation as the best 
culture is to those plants that are kept 
growing, a delay to potting on arrests 
growth. 

Cymbidium hybridising is a slow busi- 
ness. A Cymbidium generation time for me 
is five years at best from time of making 
the cross, and often seven years or more 
before full valuation of a cross can be 
made. I have yet to flower a second gener- 
ation hybrid and so would hesitate to 
describe myself as a hybridiser. It is the 
second or third generation that tests the 


Cym. Hot Guru ‘017/9’ 


merit of a hybridiser who has a plan other 
than to cross two orchids merely because 
they are the ones in flower at the time. 
Nevertheless a certain success can be had 
from making intelligent or lucky choices 
of parents in one hit. The important thing 
is to have a vision of what is required or 
expected from a cross, and have knowl- 
edge of at least parents and grandparents 
of the orchids chosen for breeding. 


Cym. Hot Spring 

Cym. Hot Spring (Hot Prime 
‘Conference’ x Lady Spring) is a cross I 
have made five times with three different 
Cym. Lady Springs, always with 
‘Conference’, but sometimes as pod parent 
and sometimes pollen. It has been an inter- 
esting exercise with some satisfying 
results, but one I will probably never 


Cym. Hot Guru ‘017/10 
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repeat. Full potential of all five crosses has 
yet to be reached after two got left behind 
because of space limitations. A favourite 
of mine is ‘Mt Albert’, a very dark brick 
red with good presentation and a nice con- 
trasting lip to enhance the richness of 
colour in the segments. From the same 
cross is ‘014/7’, not yet given a cultivar 
name, that has a much lighter brick red 
colour, is full in form and has a similar lip 
to ‘Mt Albert.’ Using the same parents, but 
a reverse cross, produced ‘Jessica.’ This 
has good depth of colour and has also a 
brightness that does well in colour classes 
at shows. Using a different Cym. Lady 
Spring and as the pod parent to 
‘Conference’ gave me the copper red 
‘016/4’ having also an attractive contrast- 
ing lip. The reverse cross with these par- 
ents produced ‘023/4’ which flowered for 
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Alan & Miriam Merriman 
89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney's only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisites 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN'S FERTILIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 


ALAN'S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 


Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisites 
* Growing classes held monthly 
PHONE 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 
email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @ prodigy.net 
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Cym. Hot Guru ‘017/11’ 


the first time in season 2000 showing deep 
colour and a heavily banded lip with white 
margin. Last of the five Cym. Hot Spring 
crosses using the third Cym. Lady Spring 
is ‘022/7.’ This also has deep colour and 
nice margins on lip and segments to set off 
this colour. In general the Cym. Hot Spring 
crosses have produced a good proportion 
of nicely coloured red cymbidiums rang- 
ing from pale brick red to deepest red. Very 
few have been pink so colour of the rose 
pink ‘Conference’ has been recessive. All 
Cym. Lady Springs used had good quality 
pleasing red colour. Thankfully the piti- 
fully small lip of ‘Conference’ has also not 
been dominant. Perhaps I downgrade the 
lip of ‘Conference’ too much since apart 
from size deficiency, it does have attrac- 
tive colouring and this has no doubt been a 
positive influence. 


Cym. Hot Guru 


Cym. Hot Guru (Hot Prime 
‘Conference’ x Kiwi Guru) is across made 


both ways with the object that deep colour 
and wide lip from Cym. Kiwi Guru would 
overcome these deficiencies _in 
‘Conference.’ Iam a little lax in allocating 
cultivar names so none in these crosses 
have so far a proper name, only catalogue 
numbers. ‘017/9’ has deep colour but is 
small at 85mm across. ‘017/10’ has deep 
colour and has more imposing propor- 
tions. ‘017/11’ also has good depth of 
colour but is a little crowded on the spike. 
017/12’ has deep colour and good solid 
lip marking. The reverse cross with Cym. 
Kiwi Guru as pod parent has also produced 
deep reds. Although this cross has pro- 
duced progeny that fulfilled expectations I 
have not been entirely happy with foliage 
which on many cultivars has been too 
gross. | 


Ray Dix 

381 Redoubt Road 
RD Papatoetoe 
New Zealand 


Cym. Hot Guru ‘017/12’ 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2001 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Text and photography by Nev Douglas 


Three keen Cymbidium growers (for more than 30 years) from left to right: 
Gordon Bloodworth, Graham Vettiger and Nev Douglas. 


Wf was given my first Cymbidium the year 
J the Russians launched their first Sputnik 
satellite, which I think was 1957 but ’m 
happy to be corrected on that date. I was in 
Sydney visiting my sister and, while there, 
was given the name of a friend of my land- 
lady’s. I duly arrived at Nin Lockesley’s 
home and was immediately initiated into 
the world of orchids and I finished up with 
a number of cymbidiums to take home 
with me. At the time I did not realise how 
generous she had been as I was given Cym. 
Girrawheen ‘Enid’, ‘Gloria’, ‘Miranda’ 
and ‘Maise’ amongst others and, in those 
pre-mericlone days, divisions of popular 
plants were worth a lot of money. This ges- 
ture shaped my outlook for I decided that I 
would also try to be as generous to new 


Seedlings on weldmesh benching. 


solar weave. 


growers and share what knowledge I had 
freely and to encourage people for their 
efforts. 

I have not always lived in Toowoomba 
as being an Agricultural Extension Officer 
with the Queensland Department of 
Primary Industries it was a case of, “Have 
portable bush house, will travel.” In fact, 
my wife insists that shifting house was 
nothing compared with getting the orchids 
into their new home! For the first 15 or so 
years, I grew my cymbidiums on the 
Sunshine Coast at Cooroy and _ then, 
Nambour. I had a good friend at Maleny, 
also in the Department, and together we 
made a reasonable contribution to our 
local shows. In those days I housed my 
plants in a weldmesh bush house covered 
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Graham Vettiger’s shade house ( 
weave used to protect the flowers from wind and sun. 


A view of a portion of Graham Vettiger’s bush house — minus its winter 


with 50% green shade cloth, which is still 
in use today as a general bush house. The 
Department, in its wisdom, decided I 
needed a change of direction and I duly 
came across to Toowoomba in April 1968. 
Naturally, one of the first things I did was 
to join the Toowoomba Orchid Society 
which was founded in 1955. 

Many people are surprised that we, in 
Toowoomba, have such a strong interest in 
cymbidiums. To help you to get us in 
focus, Toowoomba is located approxi- 
mately one and a half hours by road west 
of Brisbane and two and a half hours from 
the Gold and Sunshine Coasts. The city of 
Toowoomba is situated within the statisti- 
cal division of the Darling Downs. It is 
Queensland’s largest inland regional city 


August 2000) - note the white solar 
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Cym. Toowoomba Gold ‘Braeburn’, flowered by Nev Douglas. 


with a population of approximately 90,000 
people. This city experiences a cooler cli- 
mate with much less humidity than the 
coastal centres, which can be attributed to 
its high altitude (700 metres). The city 
averages nine hours of summer sunshine, 
compared to Sydney’s eight hours, and the 
climate is characterised by a dry winter 
and a wet summer. The annual rainfall is 
955mm, two-thirds of which being 
recorded during summer. Toowoomba is 
known as the “Garden City” and, as an 
orchid society, we are proud to be closely 
associated with the Carnival of Flowers 
which is held annually during the last full 
week in September. In the year 2000 we 
celebrated our 51st carnival. 

I am purely a hobbyist grower. We had 
a family of five daughters and, during 
those busy years, I found that orchid grow- 


ing was a hobby that was largely self-sup- 
porting. We now have eleven grandchil- 
dren whose names I can use as varietal 
names. One example is Zygoneria 
Adelaide Meadows ‘Emma’, which fea- 
tured on the cover page of the April/May 
2000 issue of the Australian Orchid 
Review. 

In Toowoomba, two or three growers 
have been extremely successful with 
zygopetalums, growing them under the 
same conditions as their cymbidiums. 
From the mid-80’s to the mid-90’s cym- 
bidiums seemed to be put on the back- 
burner and we saw very few plants on the 
show bench but, since then, the trend has 
been turned around — no doubt stimulated 
by visits to the National Cymbidium 
Orchid Shows at Sydney and Ararat. In 
addition, John and David Woolf, our local 


Cym. Trinity Gold ‘Weston’, flowered by Graham Vettiger. 
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Cym. Kiri Te Kanawa, flowered by Nev Douglas. 
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Gh 


nurserymen, assisted us with obtaining 
selected Cymbidium mericlones from 
down south. 

I have never seriously become involved 
with hybridising, preferring to leave this to 
the growers who have the plants and the 
knowledge to pursue a progressive breed- 
ing program. While we try and keep up 
with the latest show bench mericlones, we 
also try to flower as many seedlings as 
space allows. We have learnt long ago that 
to get one up on your mates is to flower a 
good seedling which they dearly long to 
get their hand on! Over time I have had a 
couple of fair seedlings, the most recent 
being Cym. Toowoomba Gold ‘Braeburn’ 
which was awarded an HCC, but wasn’t 
ratified for I was slow about getting the 
cross registered. Some of my current 
favourites would be: 

Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Green Orb’ 

Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Tetrahigh’ 

Cym. Red Valley ‘Brilliant’ 

Cym. Khan Flame ‘Raquel’ 

Cym. Valley Splash ‘Awesome’ 

Cym. Anna Szabo ‘Geyserland’ 

Cym. Kiri Te Kanawa 

Cym. Trinity Gold ‘Weston’ 

Cym. Toowoomba Gold ‘Braeburn’ 

Cym. Gentle Touch ‘Bon Bon’ 

Cym. Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascade’ 


Housing 


Having long grown out of my initial 
weldmesh bush house, I now have a 6.0 x 
15.0 metre garage frame covered with wire 
netting and shade cloth. Until this year I 
grew my plants under 50% black shade 
cloth but, to get more light, I have replaced 
the top and north sides with sandstone- 
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coloured shade cloth as, unfortunately, I 
have a shade problem from neighbouring 
gum trees which restrict the light more 
than I would like. I am looking forward to 
seeing what flowering percentage I obtain 
next season. 

I use weldmesh for benching and the 
floor is covered with 20mm crushed basalt 
gravel. I have automatic overhead water- 
ing which has a rain cut-out to avoid over- 
watering in the wet season. Normally, I 
water weekly in the middle of winter, 
through to every second day in summer, 
and daily under heatwave conditions. 
Basically, I am protected from the westerly 
and southerly winds and frost is not a 
major concern for me. 


Mixtures 


For years we were fortunate in having a 
local tannery which meant we had a local 
source of tan bark for our Cymbidium mix- 
tures. Unfortunately, this tannery no 
longer exists and we have to use com- 
posted pine bark now. We have a ready 
source of peanut shells so our basic mix- 
ture consists of composted pine bark, 
peanut shell, rice hulls or polystyrene, 
coarse sand and peat moss, to which we 
add Blood & Bone, Hoof & Horn and 
dolomite or lime. 

Over the years, cymbidiums, with the 
right care, have been grown in a wide 
range of potting mixtures from straight 
bark and granite sand and/or blue metal, 
but pine bark is now the most common 
basic ingredient. 


Pests and Diseases 


Red spider (two spotted mite) is one of 
my major insect pests, and Anthracnose 
(Colletotrichum) and Cercospora (leaf 
spot) are possibly our most prevalent dis- 
ease problems. Periodically, depending 
upon the season, we have outbreaks: of 
Phytophthora which requires a major 
effort to control. Virus is also a concern for 
all growers, and very strict control is nec- 
essary — it’s a case of throw, and don’t 
look at the label. To me, virus recognition 
and control is one of the big challenges to 
be passed on to new growers. 

I hope I have been able to convey to 
readers that we have a healthy interest in 
cymbidiums in Toowoomba. To this end, 
we have a discussion group which meets 
every second month to foster Cymbidium 
culture — there are no minutes and no 
business, just orchid talk — with each 
meeting at a different grower’s place so 
that we can observe what other growers 
are doing. 

Nev Douglas 
9 Donaghy Court 
Toowoomba, QLD 4350 
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Where parentage is important 


Spicy Khan ‘Jamaica’ (Khan Flame ‘Raquel’ x Syham Star ‘Ta’ v. ‘Tanya’ 


Variety is the spice of life! Different colours and their 
combination makes the Cymbidium unique in the orchid world. 
The two seedlings featured here give a small preview of what 
we are flowering from our hybridising program. Crosses to give 

similar results are available now. 
N.B. Spicy Khan = Yowie Pepper x Cronulla. 


22-26 Cook Sireet, Kurnell NSW 2231 Australia 
Tel: (02) 9668 9374 Fax (02) 96688119 — Email: bryantsorchids@aol.com 
Website: http://www. bryantsorchids.com.au 


Nursery open only on Friday 9-4, Saturday 9-12. Closed to visitors at other times. 
Bankcard - Mastercard - Visa 


FOXFIRE ORCHIDS 


‘Green Mist’ from our 
PR887 cross is one of 
our new generation 
pure-colour parenis. 


Our current  cata- 
logue features an 
exciting and diverse 
range of Cymbidium 
crosses as well as an 
interesting selection 
of exhibition cattleya 
crosses. 


Send for your free 
COPY. Cym. (Pure Destiny x Sleeping 
: Nymph) ‘Green Mist’ 
P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 


Email: foxfireorchids@optusnet.com.au 


Garden City Plastics 


Proud Sponsor of the National Cymbidium Orchid Show 2001 
To be held at 


Swanes Nursery 490 Galston Road Dural, NSW 
Friday 10th August to Sunday 12th August 


arden City Plastics was established in 

1975 by Len and Austral Wilson, at 
Heatherton, Victoria, Australia, on the site 
of the Wilson Indoor Nursery. 

The plastic container manufacturing 
plant was born out of the need to have a 
reliable source of containers that could be 
designed for horticultural purposes, com- 
petitively priced, and available when 
required. 

Word spread rapidly and demand for 
Garden City Plastics containers grew at an 
astronomical rate. The Wilson’s closed 
down their nursery and concentrated their 
efforts into Garden City Plastics. 

The horticulture industry was then 
asked to be more environmentally sensi- 
tive. Garden City Plastics responded to the 
call, and established a plastics recycling 
plant at Braeside, Victoria, to meet this 
requirement. All Garden City Plastics 
black plastic containers are made from 
recycled plastic. 

In 1992 Garden City Plastics purchased 
a two hectare factory and warehouse at 
Monbulk, Victoria, for the production of 
injection moulded plastic pots. In 1997 the 
Heatherton site was converted into a fac- 
tory for the production of rotational 
moulding of containers for advanced tree 
production, as well as other products. 

Garden City Plastics have sales offices 
and warehouses in Melbourne, Sydney 
and Queensland. We supply to businesses 
all over Australia and export internation- 
ally. 

Garden City Plastics have a comprehen- 
sive range of containers, accessories and 
other products. We are dedicated to giving 
you service, quality, the latest in technol- 
ogy, at the most competitive prices. We 
look forward to serving you and dis- 
cussing your requirements at the National 
Cymbidium Orchid Show, where a range 


EXHIBITOR’S AT THE NATIONAL CYMBIDIUM of our products together with information 


will be available. | 


Ap RN co 


5 Fac pean pe 


ORCHID SHOW MUST BENCH THEIR PLANTS | 


FOR JUDGING BETWEEN 8.AM AND 11AM ON CAC inna 
THURSDAY 9TH AUGUST Monbulk, Victoria 3793 


Ph: (03) 97566303 
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Cym. Choc Valley ‘Bright Lips’ 


‘Two Tone’ 


Cym. (Strath Wonder ‘Cream Puff’ HCC/AOC x Chocolada ‘The Giant’) 


Tom Burian Orchids *“‘Six Pack”’ 


Text and photography by John Seidel 


he year 2000 saw Tom Burian flower 

many seedlings for the first time, or as 
they began to show their true potential as 
they established themselves. The follow- 
ing “Six Pack” are all a result of Tom’s 
breeding program and highlight the ongo- 
ing development to produce showbench 
orchids on productive multi-spiking 
plants. The six are: 


1. Cym. Choc Valley ‘Bright Lips’ 


June flowering green standard with one 
of the most eye-catching and contrasting 
lips seen to date from the Cym. Choc 
Valley cross. An upright spike produced 
14 dramatic flowers, the good shape will 
continue to provide early flowering oppor- 
tunities in future breeding programs. Cym. 
Choc Valley is a result of crossing Cym. 


White Valley ‘Becky’ with Cym. 
Chocolada ‘The Giant’. It highlights the 
variation ‘The Giant’ is producing when 
crossed with clear colours like ‘Becky’. 
Cross No.(T339) 


2. Cym. (Strath Wonder ‘Cream Puff’ 
HCC/AOC x Chocolada ‘The 
Giant’) ‘Two Tone’ 


June flowering pink standard on upright 


Cym. Strath Beauty ‘Green Zodiac’ 


Cym. [(Sleeping Dream 4n x Tongariro) x Chocolada ‘The Giant’] 


The Australian Orchid Review, August/September 2001 


53 


Western Orchid 


ABN 43 753 597 990 


32 LYNDHURST RD Laboratories 
KALAMUNDA, WA 6076 P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 


ABN 25 582 464 986 


Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


* We don’t just sell media; we use 
the media we make and provide 
sound advice. Thirty+ years on- 
going laboratory experience. 


Phone (08) 9293 3196 
Prop: Nado Lenkic 


Our 14th annual catalogue includes : 
* first release of species such as iridioides (i.e. giganteum), lowianum 
‘Pitts’ & tracyanum ‘Tamborine’ *** 
“** 8 primary hybrid crossings featuring parents such as 
giganteum, lowianum, madidum, parishii, pumilum and tracyanum ** 
“ almost 50 seedling crossings and over 30 top mericlones ** 


AOR 156 Phone, or write for your copy 


The Australian Cymbidium Society Inc. Presents 


THE 
VAN SCHAIKS BIO GRO / GARDEN CITY PLASTICS 
2001 NATIONAL CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SHOW 


ural, NSW 


* Current supplier to Valley 
Orchids, Adelaide Orchids and 
many other nurseries and hob- 
byists. 


* Our media freshly prepared and 

cover the sowing and replate 
requirements of common and 
unusual genera including terres- 
trials. 


ond.com> 


d Sunday 


CYMBIDIUMS. ~ GROWING 
FROM ae ACCESSORIES 
AROUND  ANDAIDS | . 
|, ONSALE © 


Our media produce rapid ger- 
mination, well balanced plants 
and good root growth. 


* When ordering please list: 
* Orchid genus (or genera) 
Replate, sowing or cloning 
* Solid or liquid cloning 


MANY SPECTACULAR Ay i 
em DISPLAYS y 11am, 2 pm DAILY 


Per Litre prices (including GST):— 
1 to 4 litres $7.70/L 
5 to 9 litres $7.15/L 
10 to 50 litres $6.60/L 
51 to 100 litres $6.35/L 
Over 100 litres P.O.A. 
For Cloning media add 50c/L 


Price includes packing and freight, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia. 


FLOWERS AND BEAUTIFUL 
COLOURS ! 


” PLANTS ON SALE 4 
RAFFLE DRAWN 2PM DAILY & GROWING ADVICE 


DON’T MISS THE BIGGEST AND BEST 
ORCHID SHOW THIS MILLENIUM! 


Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine 
treatment available. 


Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Laboratory Consultancy Service 


THE CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF AUSTRALIA WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THOSE WHO HAVE 
ASSISTED PRESENTING THE SHOW INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS: 


Van Schaiks Bio Grow, Garden City Plastics, Swanes Nurseries, The Orchid Mart (NW), Bryants Orchids (NSW), Orchidland 
Nursery (NSW), Mini World Orchids (NSW), Orchid Oasis (NSW), Sims Orchids (SA), Kimberly Orchids (Vic), Dural Orchids 
Australia (NSW), Royale Orchids (NSW), Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW), Australian Cymbidium Society Inc, Foxfire Orchids 
(NSW), Cymbidium Club of South Australia, Cymbidium Club of Western Australia, T.P, Castings (Vic), A.D. Spring (NSW), 
Cherrybrook Florist (NSW), Ken West & Glenda Coutts (Vic), Rob & Noe Smith (Vic), Seb Torisi (NSW), David Keanelly Orchids 
(Vic), Ezi-Gro Orchids (WA), The Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria Inc, Valley Orchids (SA), Battack Orchids (NSW). 


Special thanks to Fred Rose of Scanagraphics P/Ltd (NSW) for producing this advertisement. 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


Bankcard + Mastercard * Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 
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Cym. Strath Beauty ‘Super Lips’ 


spikes, initially producing seven flowers 
on its first flowering. “The Giant’ will 
ensure good counts are produced on strong 
spikes when the plant is mature. The 
colour remains a highlight in the flowering 
house and was popular with visitors when 
seen. Cross No.(T329) 


3. Cym. Strath Beauty ‘Green Zodiac’ 


Produced nine flowers on a slightly 
arching spike in mid-August. The strong, 
clear green colour and contrasting label- 
lum were a highlight when seen. The stan- 
dard Cym. Strath Beauty cross is the result 
of Cym. (Laura Arda ‘The Giant’? x 
Chocolada ‘The Giant’), which is produc- 
ing a future bank of breeding clones with 
excellent shape and large labellums in a 
range of greens, yellows and creams. As 
the progeny from Cym. Chocolada ‘The 
Giant’ develop, its flower count (17-22) 
and multi-spiking habit will ensure out- 
standing plants. Cross No.(T330) 


4. Cym. [(Sleeping Dream 4n x 
Tongariro) x Chocolada ‘The 
Giant’] 

Brilliantly coloured standard Cym- 
bidium of round shape flowering in 
July/August on a strong upright spike with 
nine flowers on its first flowering. 
Reminiscent of the Cym. Astronaut 
‘Rajah’ colours. The strong spike habit 
together with its other features will result 
in hightly coloured and good shaped 
orchids as it is used for breeding in the 
2001 season. Cross No.(T327) 


5. Cym. Strath Beauty ‘Super Lips’ 


Another plant showing the shape and 
range of colours the Cym. Strath Beauty 
cross is now producing. First flowering 
with six flowers on a semi-arching spike it 
brings with it the Cym. Laura Arda cream 
base colour and large labellum, and attrac- 


tive red/brown blushing predominantly on 
the sepals. Watch out for the progeny of 
‘Super Lips’ for highly shaped orchids in a 
range of colours. Cross No.(T330) 


6. Cym. Choc Valley ‘Missy’ 

A Cym. Choc Valley taking after its 
Cym. White Valley parent produced a clear 
white flower (no shading) in August. It 


Cym. Choc Valley ‘Missy’ 


produced an upright spike of 10 flowers 
beautifully contrasted by the maroon 
edging ona wide labellum. ‘Missy. will no 
doubt continue the line of clear white orig- 
inating from Cym. White Valley ‘Becky’. 
Cross No.(T339) | 
John Seidel 

Zodiac Orchids 

Phone: 041136568 


and suppliers of fertilizers 


Victoria 
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New South Wales 
Tel: (03) 9756 6303 Tel: (02) 9679 1173 
Fax: (03) 9756 7512 Fax: (02) 9679 1193 


to suit your needs 


Queensland 
Tel: (07) 3808 6767 
Fax: (07) 3808 9603 


lastics.com 
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Dural Orchids Australia 


This non staining 
standard seedling 
flowered in June. 
Similar crosses 
are available as 
bulb and lead 


plants. 


Write or phone for Address: 702 Old Northern Road, 
current mericlone Dural 2158 

and seedling list. Open: 7 days 9am-3pm 

Plants available Phone: 61 2 9651 1294 

from compot to Mobile: 0417 440 829 

flowering size. email: schindler97@hotmail.com 


2001 CATALOGUE 


NOW AVAILABLE 
See you at... 


Gosford — Orchid Spectacular 


3rd to 5th August 2001 


StIves— Orchid Fair 


17th to 19th August 2001 


= RCHID 
E ASIS 


201 Beach Road Mitchells Island NSW 2430 
Phone (02) 6553 2991 Fax (02) 6553 2092 
Mobile 0418 606 597 

Email oasisorc@hardnet.com.au 
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he Cymbidium Orchid Festival will 

again be held in the Arts Activity 
Centre, Ararat Town Hall, on the weekend 
of the 8th and 9th September, 2001. The 
Town Hall, built in 1898, presents a venue 
with an environment and majesty worthy 
of cymbidiums. The Rural City of Ararat 
has played host to a major Cymbidium 
event each year since 1996, being the host 
of the inaugural National Cymbidium 
Show and Ararat will again be host to the 
largest spring showing of cymbidiums in 
2001. The unique atmosphere that sur- 
rounds this premiere Cymbidium event 
has to be seen to be believed. The festival 
is a joint venture between The Rural City 
of Ararat and the Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria. The Cymbidium 
orchid is at its most colourful in the spring 
and the Ararat Town Hall will be trans- 
formed into a floral extravaganza on this 
weekend in September. Local artists and 
other local craft people help to create a fes- 
tival theme and VAN SCHAIK’S - BIO 
GRO, well known for their superior orchid 
bark, will also have an information and 
sales area at the Festival. 

The Show Schedule includes 10 cham- 
pion classes and 13 display prizes, with 84 
individual classes presented to exhibitors. 
A special area that the festival has pro- 
moted is the Cymbidium seedling. There 
are nine individual classes for seedlings 
and three champion prizes. Recognition of 
new hybrids, via the seedling classes, pro- 
vides an important extra encouragement to 
both hybridisers and seedling growers 
alike - as well as providing other growers 
and exhibitors with a preview of what may 
go on to become the show winners and 
wanted mericlones of the future. 

This is the largest Show Schedule 
offered for a single genus anywhere in the 
world and, as well as the Show Schedule 
prize money, all display stands that meet 
the show committee’s requirements 
receive cash bonuses. One of the high- 
lights of this festival is the varied and 
imaginative displays set up by many of the 
exhibitors. Competition is keen in the dis- 
play area with a number of innovative dis- 
plays being produced each year. In 2000 
we saw 29 displays presented, ranging 
from 2m x 2m up to 4m x 3m, many of the 
exhibitors incorporating themes into their 
displays. The incorporation of themes into 
displays provides an extra visual impact to 
the festival and, while the orchids them- 
selves are no less the stars of the show, the 
spectacle and sheer hard work attached to 
the theme displays give another aspect that 
is always appreciated by visitors. 

There are several places of interest to 
visit during your trip to Ararat including 
the Langi Morgala Museum which houses 
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a unique collection of 
machinery, artifacts and the 
Mooney Collection of aborig- 
inal artifacts. The Ararat 
Country Gaol, with its infa- 
mous ‘J’ Ward formerly an 
asylum for the criminally 
insane, dates from 1861. 
Ararat is the gateway to the 
Grampian’s wine region, with 
Kimbarra Wines, Montara 
Winery and Cathcart Ridge 
Estate situated within a few 
minutes of the city centre. A 
short drive away are Seppelt 
Great Western Winery, Bests 
Wines, Garden Gully 
Vineyard, The Gap Vineyard 
and Mount Langi Ghiran 
Vineyard. The Oasis Crystal 
Studio/Gallery Tearoom is 
just a short drive along the 
Pyrenes Highway between 
Ararat and Avoca. They have 
a large range of high quality 
Art & Craft available, along 
with their own range of hand 
made lead crystal. A visit to Oasis Crystal 
to meet Geoffrey and Brenda Dickinson 
will enhance your knowledge on the art of 
crystal glass blowing (demonstrations will 
be given on this weekend). Geoffrey is one 
of a few Australian glassblowers who 
work with lead crystal. Oasis Crystal will 


have a display of their wares at the 
Festival. The Ararat Woodturning Club 
will also present a display of their craft 
work at the Festival. 

Once again the Saturday night 
Dinner/Dance will be held at the 
Chalambar Golf Club, an excellent venue 


with a large dance floor, bar 
facilities, Tabaret pokies, is 
licensed until 1.00am, and a 
live band will feature on the 
night. Bookings for this very 
popular social event can be 
made with Henk Morren on 
(03) 9763 7278. 

Ararat (known as The Orchid 
City) has a fine collection of 
cymbidiums for visitors to see 
and buy. Ararat is also known 
as the Gateway to the 
Grampians National Park and 
it has numerous tourist attrac- 
tions as well as being a well- 
known wine region. 
Combined with the 
Cymbidium Orchid Festival, 
it will make an outstanding 
destination for a weekend 
break. All the planning and 
hard work has been done to 
prepare what I believe will be 
the best festival ever held and 
I hope you can travel to Ararat 
to join us on this great social 
weekend. For more information please 
telephone me on (03) 9789 1501. | 


David Allen 

COSV Show Manager 

18 Wootten Crescent 
Langwarrin, Victoria 3910 


CHAMPION CLASSES 


GRAND CHAMPION OF SHOW 


SPONSORED by: 
$250 + Sash 


— 


RURAL CITY OF ARARAT VIC 


(Flora Laboratories will mericlone the Grand Champion with 6 flasks provided) 


CHAMPION LARGE FLOWER 
CHAMPION INTERMEDIATE 
CHAMPION MINIATURE 
CHAMPION SPECIMEN 
CHAMPION NOVELTY 
CHAMPION CUT STEM 


CHAMPION SEEDLING LARGE FLOWER 
CHAMPION SEEDLING INTERMEDIATE 
CHAMPION SEEDLING MINIATURE 


CHAMPION DISPLAY 


DISPLAY - Incorporating a Theme 

PLANT-IT-RITE VIC 

PAULINES LABORATORY SERVICES SA 
DURALITE HORTICULTURAL SUPPLIES VIC 


SPONSORED by: 


DISPLAY - Commercial Section 
SPONSORED by: 


VAN SCHAIK’S BIO-GRO SA 
S & E BATO GLASSHOUSE EQUIPMENT VIC 
B & T FERNS & ORCHIDS Monbulk VIC 


$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 
$150 + Sash 


$250 
+ Purple Sash 


DISPLAY - Hobbyist Section - LARGE DISPLAY (2.5m x 2m and over) 


SPONSORED by: 


TP CASTING VIC 


$150 + Gold Sash 
$100 + Silver Sash 
$ 75 + Bronze Sash 


VALLEY ORCHIDS SA 

DAVID KEANELLY ORCHIDS VIC 
SIMS ORCHIDS SA 

KIMBERLEY ORCHIDS VIC 
SIMON LENKIC ORCHIDS SA 
ALL-TYPE SIGNS & BADGES VIC 
PETER CHILES ORCHIDS SA 

MT. BEENAK ORCHIDS VIC 

THE ORCHID GARDENER VIC 


GEOFF MILLER Pty Ltd 
Sandringham VIC 


$150 + Gold Sash 
$100 + Silver Sash 
$ 75 + Bronze Sash 


$150 + Gold Sash 


DURALITE HORTICULTURAL SUPPLIES VIC $100 + Silver Sash 


SAGE HORTICULTURE CHELTENHAM VIC 


$ 75 + Bronze Sash 


DISPLAY - Hobbyist Section - SMALL DISPLAY (2m x 2m and under, with a maximum of 9 pot plants) 


SPONSORED by: 


BATTACK ORCHIDS NSW 
DEAN ROESLER SA 


$150 + Gold Sash 
$100 + Silver Sash 


DURALITE HORTICULTURAL SUPPLIES VIC $75 + Bronze Sash 
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Profiling - Cymbidium 
Stanley Fouraker 


by Bill Johnson 


ike its related grex, Cym. Fred Stewart 

(discussed in my last Profile), various 
clones of the grex Cym. Stanley Fouraker 
have made a significant contribution to the 
modern tetraploid Cymbidium. This is 
especially so in the case of white cymbid- 
iums. 

In common with Cym. Fred Stewart, the 
grex Cym. Stanley Fouraker has Cym. ery- 
throstylum as an ancestor. 

In the previous Profile, we saw that both 
grexes were crossed to produce Cym. 
Winter Fair, that many say was the begin- 
ning of a new era in Cymbidium breeding. 

The most popular Cym. Stanley 
Fouraker clone used in breeding has been 
“White Magic’. It is a good clear white that 
produces a semi-erect/arching raceme car- 
rying a dozen or so flowers. 

Approximately 136 Cym. Stanley 
Fouraker crosses have been registered so 
far and the list includes some very familiar 
names. 

While Cym. Stanley Fouraker has its 
good characteristics, if matched incor- 
rectly, it can produce numerous faults in its 
progeny. This seems to be more evident if 
the other parent also contains Cym. ery- 
throstylum’s genes. 

My observations of its immediate prog- 
eny suggest that the result is a rather high 
percentage of clones with thin spikes, few 
flowers and flower segment faults. This 
occurred in the grex Cym. Mariner (Stanley 
Fouraker x Rincon), but subsequent breed- 
ing with a suitable parent lacking any 
recent infusion of Cym. erythrostylum pro- 
duced flower shape totally free of segment 
faults, but not the thin spikes. 

We can roughly measure the success of 
a cross by the number of quality clones 
that appear at shows, are used in breeding, 
or make the pages of this and other orchid 
magazines. Often the total is just one or 
two clones! This appears to be the case 
with Cym. Stanley Fouraker’s first and 
second generation progeny. If the accom- 
panying genetic chart is consulted, and its 
genetic history analysed, it is not too diffi- 
cult to see why. 

However, if we look further down the 
track and note what its progeny has pro- 
duced, we would find that is an entirely 
different matter. 

One very desirable trait carried by Cym. 
Stanley Fouraker is moderate plant size. 
While plant size is not a significant prob- 
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Cym. (Mariner x Valley Bay) 
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lem for cut-flower grower, many of 
today’s hobby growers have a space prob- 
lem and they want smaller plants. 

Another highly desirable trait is its abil- 
ity to produce very clean, bright whites. 

Cym. Stanley Fouraker will produce a 
percentage of near intermediate sized 
flowers unless the other parent possesses 
dominant genes for large flowers. On the 
other hand, if one is looking for potential 
intermediate breeding stock then that 
would be a bonus. 

Of all the tetraploid crosses made from 
Cym. Stanley Fouraker, the greatest suc- 
cess has come from the Cym. Winter Fair 
and Cym. Poetic breeding lines. Another 
possible contender is Cym. Mariner, which 
may well match their results. The first 
Cym. Mariner seedlings flowered a few 
years ago and their seedlings are likely to 
reach flowering age soon. 


Cym. Stanley Fouraker’s more notable 
first generation progeny include:- 
Cym. Arcadian Melody (x Irish Melody) 
Cym. Lake Macquarie (x Pearl-Easter) 
Cym. Mariner (x Rincon) 

Cym. Mount Cook (x Miretta) 

Cym. Pacific Rose (x Western Rose) 
Cym. Poetic (x Desiree A’Logann) 
Cym. Snow Aker (x Snowbird) 

Cym. Snow Rose (x Joan of Arc) 
Cym. Winter Fair (x Fred Stewart) 


Second generation progeny include:- 
Cym. Poetic Winter (Poetic x Winter 
Fair) 

Cym. (Valley Bay x Mariner) 

Cym. Winter Wonder (Winter Fair x 

Fanfare) 


Third generation progeny include:- 

Cym. Arctic Circle (Winter Wonder x 
Operetta) 

Cym. Kelly’s Winter (Lois Kelly x Winter 
Wonder) 

Cym. Laura Arda (Lunara x Winter 
Wonder) 

Cym. Miretta Wonder (Winter Wonder x 
Miretta) 

Cym. Paradise Wonder (Winter Paradise x 
Winter Wonder) 

Cym. Poetic Wonder (Poetic x Winter 
Wonder) 

Cym. White Valley (Bob Waabel x Winter 
Wonder) 

Cym. Winter Advent (Winter Wonder x 
Angelica) 

Cym. Winter Beach (Winter Wonder x 
Solana Beach) 

Cym. Zen Era (Valley Zenith x Winter 
Wonder) 

The Cym. Stanley Fouraker progeny 
most popular with breeders have been var- 
ious Cym. Winter Wonder clones, used 
with varying success. I am inclined to 


Cym. Via Costa ‘Aurora’ 


believe that the Cym. Poetic line may 
prove to be superior. 

If the more recent progeny are 
researched, it will be noted that inbreeding 
of Cym. Stanley Fouraker genetics is 
occurring (eg Cym. Poetic Winter x Poetic 
Wonder) and that poses the question of the 
percentage of spoilage that could occur if 
overdone. 


aw 


Considering the volume of crosses 
made and the number of clones that must 
exist, few have received awards. 

That should be rectified in future gener- 
ations. | 

Bill Johnson 

1265 Western Port Highway 
Langwarrin, Vic 3910 

Email: glenorchids@ebbs.com.au 
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ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square 
Victoria 3555 Telephone (03) 5442 4800 


“The best fragrance of all...” 


So said Don Burke when describing 
the fragrance of Australia’s brown boronia. 
This same fragrance is available in one of our 
most popular Cymbidiums... 


Brunette ‘Chocolate Mint’ AD/AOC 
Hybridised by Simon Lenkic of Simon Lenkic 
Orchids, the exquisite fragrance of this exotic 
Cymbidium sinense hybrid has been in demand 
since it was awarded in 1981, 17 years ago. 
This popular and timeless appeal is evident in 
many of the selected Cymbidiums we choose 
to offer our customers. 

Phone or send for your Catalogue today. 
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Free catalogue available 


In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a wide range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free Catalogue today 


We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 5pm, closed Tuesdays. 
Other times by appointment. 


Peter Chiles Orchids 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone: (08) 85223883 
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Munno Para Winter Show 
Presented by the Cymbidium Club of South Australia 


Text by Dean Roesler - Photography by Graham Shevlin 


arly in the year 2001 South Australian 

Cymbidium growers felt the brunt of 
harsh weather conditions. A searing, dry 
summer, left many growers with much 
poorer spiking than normal, reports of 
later flowering times, plants with low 
flower counts, or a combination of all 
three problems seemed to be quite 
common — apart from those with prob- 
lems, there are others who have re- 
ported outstanding spiking! Nevertheless, 
members of the Cymbidium Club of 
South Australia presented a worthy 
representation of the genus at their 
annual Winter Show held in the Munno 
Para Shopping Centre from June 18th to 
23rd, with many fine individual plants 
amongst a total of 114 shown in the four 
combined displays. 

Grand Champion of the show was Cym. 
(Pendragon x Magic EIf) exhibited by 
Colin and Nan Grigg. This delightful 
white miniature which was also Champion 
Miniature of the show, has been very 
successful in recent years winning cham- 
pionship prizes and awards along the way, 
as well as being judged by members as the 
2000 Cymbidium of The Year. On this 
occasion it carried six spikes of even 
height with an average of about 15 flowers 
on each. 

Champion Seedling of the show as well 
as the Champion Open Division Seedling 
was a very pretty pink standard Cym. 
[(Sylvan Star x Kalang) x Valley Flower] 
shown by Moss and Rosemary Bray. It car- 


Cym. Tracey Reddaway ‘Marie’ 


South Australia’s Cymbidium Of The Year 2000 
Cym. (Pendragon x Magic Elf) 


Members of the Cymbidium Club of South Australia voted for Colin and Nan Grigg’s white 
miniature as its Cymbidium Of The Year 2000 winner. The above picture was taken at the 
Munno Para Winter Show where it was judged to be Grand Champion as well as Miniature 


Champion of the show. 


ried three spikes, averaging 10 flowers per 
spike. The lovely pink colour of the seg- 
ments was highlighted by a yellow 
throated labellum with a narrow band of 
burgundy markings. Although there were 
a number of buds not yet open, judges con- 
sidered it a cut above the rest of the com- 
petition in its class. 


The Champion Standard, as well as 
Champion Specimen of the show, and 
Champion Open Division Specimen was 
another of Moss and Rosemary Bray’s 
“hernia makers”, Cym. Tracey Reddaway 
‘Marie’. A very well presented plant car- 
rying ten spikes with an average of 14 
rusty/yellow flowers per spike. 


» b all 


Cym. (Tracey Reddaway x Janis Lin) 
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Murray Weston exhibited the Champion 
Intermediate, which was Cym. Without 
Peer ‘Soft Touch’. Always a favourite 
when shown, its delicate pastel pink flow- 
ers and concolour lip never fails to attract 
attention. There were a number of other 
clones of this grex exhibited, unfortu- 
nately, most were not quite fully open. 

An unusual occurrence was notable at 
this show in the First and Second Division, 
where both the Champion Seedling and 
Champion Specimen of the Division were 
the same orchid. (Let’s not condemn all 
first flowering seedlings which flower 
with multiple spikes for reasons unknown 
- unless of course they are absurdly 
grotesque.) 

In First Division, Aart Bonouvrie’s yel- 
low intermediate carrying seven spikes 
with an average of 14 flowers per spike 
was quite impressive. It won Champion 
First Division Seedling as well as 
Champion First Division Specimen. 

Cym. (Jessie Blakiston x Palace Court) 
a candy pink intermediate carrying seven 
spikes averaging 12 flowers on each, and 
flowering for the first time, was grown by 
Janelle Jarmyn, one of the club’s younger 
exhibitors. It was the winner of Champion 
Second Division Seedling and also 
Champion Second Division Specimen. 

A superbly grown and presented plant 
of Cym. Peggy Sue ‘Five’ carrying nine 
spikes was unlucky not to have won a 
major prize for its owners, Elmore and 
Pam Leske. 

Congratulations and thanks must go to 
all members who exhibited and helped to 
make this show a great success. | 

Dean Roesler 

Show Marshal 

Lot 14 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Cym. [(Sylvan Snowdrift x Kalang) x Valley Flower] 


Cymbidium Seedlings 


from Over Grown Community Pots 


ge 


Cym. Iceburg ‘Dainty Lady’ 
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Cym. Cisco Kidd 
‘Pink Parfait’ 
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Hills District Orchids 


(Props. Graeme, Lyn and David Banks) 
New Spring 2001 Listing Out Now 
Softcane Dendrobium Pack 


6 flowering sized plants (ex 100mm pots) and 6 near-flowering sized plants (ex 
80mm pots) in a range of colours and styles, including cultivars not previously 
offered, postpaid within Australia for only $100. 12 different plants in total. 


See you at the Sydney International Orchid Fair 


P.O. Box 390, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Phone: (02) 9674 4720 Fax: (02) 9686 3303 


E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 


Please ensure that all 
slides and photographs 
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the author’s name and 

address 


Credit card donations 


Ring 13 32 30 


www.salvos.org.qu 


Address editorial to: 
The Editor, D. P. Banks, 
Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham 
NSW 2049 AUSTRALIA 
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THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 


All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 


Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 


Subscriptions: six issues without hybrid list £25, USA $49 airmail/$40 surface mail. 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail. 
Six issues with hybrid list £29, USA $56 airmail/$47 surface mail. 
All other countries: £38 airmail/£33 surface mail. 


To apply contact 
The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 
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How Your 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 
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If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 


need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 


cation is available along with conve- 


nient, secured shopping in The AOS 


BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
Department AORMAG 
16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351 
Telephone 561-404-2000 

Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

Web site orchidweb.org 
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AUSSIE BARK & PEAT can now be 
obtained on the South Coast. Grades 
vary from seedling to coarse. Contact: 
Derrick Taylor, 14 Marlo Street, Towradgi 
NSW 2518. Phone (02) 4284 3641. Give it 
a go mate! 
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TION FOR SALE: Over 3500 cymbidi- 
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complete or will split. For full details and 
list ph 08 8556 2015, A/H. 
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ROYALE — 


ORCHIDS 


Royale Orchids Thanks You! 


A big thanks goes out to all our vendors, loyal 
orchid enthusiasts and the sun gods for making 
the 16th Annual Orchid Fair a great success... 

now for the rest of the season. 


Royale Orchids will be attending: 


Gosford Orchid Spectacular - 
Nursery Open - 3-5 August 
National Cymbidium Show - 10-12 August 
St. Ives Orchid Fair - 17-19 August 
Open weekend at the Nursery - 1-2 September 


Orchid Odyssey - South West Regional 
Conference - 29-30 September 


Any advance orders of orchid ‘goodies’ can be delivered to 
these events at no cost. 


Hope to see you there! 


1560 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge, NSW 2250 
ROYALE Phone: (02) 4375 1199 Fax: (02) 4375 1205 
ORCHIDS email: royale@acay.com.au website: www. royaleorchids.com 
9 Freight at cost. 
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